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itorial
POR forty years Israel wandered

through the desolate wilderness.
The generation of Mount Sinai and the
generation at Kadesh had now passed
into graves and a new generation of
church members had returned to the vi-
cinity of Kadesh-Barnea. The Jordan
River and the Promised Land were now
in sight.

Then the tragic story of Balaam
began to unfold and the whoredom of
the children of Israel and their leaders
with the Midianite harlots. Numbers 25
tells us the tragic story:

"And Israel abode in Shittim, and
the people began to commit whoredom
with the daughters of Moab. And they
called the people unto the sacrifices of
their gods: and the people did eat, and
bowed down to their gods. And Israel
joined himself unto Baal-peor: and the
anger of the Lord was kindled against
IsraeL" Numbers 25:1-3

We are told as we approach the last
moments of ow church's history, as
God is preparing a people to cross over
Jordan into the Promised Land, Satan
will again bring the same immorality
into the church:

" 'Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples: and they are
written for OUf admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come.
Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall.'
1 Corinthians 10:11-12. Satan well
knows the material with which he has
to deal in the human heart. He
knows-for he has studied with fiend-
ish intensity for thousands of years-
the points most easily assailed in every
character; and through successive
generations he has wrought to over-
throw the strongest men, princes in
Israel, by the same temptations that
were so successful at Baal-peor. All
along through the ages there are
strewn wrecks of character that have
been stranded upon the rocks of sen-
sual indulgence. As we approach the
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close of time, as the people of God
stand upon the borders of the heavenly
Canaan, Satan will, as of old, redouble
his efforts to prevent them from enter-
ing the goodly land. He lays his snares
for every soul. It is not the ignorant
and uncultured merely that need to be
guarded; he will prepare his tempta-
tions for those in the highest positions,
in the most holy office; if he can lead
them to pollute their souls, he can
through them destroy many. And he
employs the same agents now as he
employed three thousand years ago.
By worldly friendships, by the charms
of beauty, by pleasure seeking, mirth,
feasting, or the wine cup, he tempts to
the violation of the seventh command-
ment.
"Satan seduced Israel into licen-

tiousness before leading them to
idolatry. Those who will dishonor
God's image and defile His temple in
their own persons will not scruple at
any dishonor to God that will gratify
the desire of their depraved hearts.
Sensual indulgence weakens the mind
and debases the soul. The moral and in-
tellectual powers are benumbed and
paralyzed by the gratification of the an-
imal propensities; and it is impossible
for the slave of passion to realize the
sacred obligation of the law of God, to
appreciate the atonement, or to place a
right value upon the soul. Goodness,
purity, and truth, reverence for God,
and love for sacred things-all those
holy affections and noble desires that
link men with the heavenly world-
are consumed in the fires of lust."
Patriarchs and Prophets, 457-458

Th cover up the sins of its members
or leaders brings a curse upon God's
church. See Testimonies, vol. 3, 26(}-
269. Those who are responsible for the
cover-up become as guilty as if they
had committed adultery themselves.

"If wrongs are apparent among His
people, and if the servants of God pass
on indifferent to them, they virtually

sustain and justify the sinner, and arc
alike guilty and will just as surely re-
ceive the displeasure of God; for they
will be made responsible for the sins of
the guilty." Testimonies, vol. 3,265-
266

"Those who have too little
courage to reprove wrong, or who
through indolence or lack of interest
make no earnest effort to purify the
family or the church of God, are held
accountable for the evil that may re-
sult from their neglect of duty. We are
just as responsible for evils that we
might have checked in others by exer-
cise of parental or pastoral authority
as if the acts had been OUf own.U Patri-
arc/.s and Prophets, 578

Let us now look forward and up-
ward as we approaCh the climactic final
hour. Jesus must be coming very soon.
The signs of the times are portentious.
The Middle East is a volcano preparing
to erupt. Surely the end of all things
will come quickly if only God sees that
His people are ready.

Let us each now lean on the arm of
God, rather than the arm of flesh. Let
us now work to bring this church back
to the great plan the Lord has for it.

Recently, at the General Confer-
ence session in Indianapolis, God was
working in behalf of His beloved
church. God needs men and women in
this final crisis hour that will have the
courage to call sin by its right name-
leaders who will have the humility and
the administrative ability of Moses and
the boldness of Joshua. Let us pray
earnestly for our leaders, that God will
daily give them the wisdom, health,
and strength that they now need to lead
God's people in this final generation to
the Promised Land.

May we soon see among God's
people the great demonstration of the
fourth angel of Revelation 18, as the
loud cry goes forth with the righteous-
ness of Christ and the power of the
Holy Spirit.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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The Source of the Church's Power
THE church of Christ is God's ap-

pointed agency for the salvation of
men. Its mission is to carry the gospel to
the world. Jesus said to the repre-
sentatives of His church, "Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature." Mark 16:15. There is no limi-
tation to this command. The good news
of a Saviour-Christ dying as our Sacri-
fice upon Calvary, Christ pleading as our
High Priest and Intercessor before God,
Christ our King and Deliverer, coming to
redeem His children-this is the message
to be carried to all the world, to every
nation, kindred, tongue, and people. And
the obligation rests upon all Christians.
Every one, to the very utmost of his
talent and opportunity, is to fulfill this
commission. The love of Christ, revealed
to us, makes us debtors to all who know
Him not. They are our brethren, and God
has given us light, not for ourselves
alone, but to shed upon them.

When Jesus gave the commission, He
adde<!, ''La, I am with you alway, evenunto
the end of the world" Matthew 28:20. And
He bade the disciples, "'Thrry ye in the city
ofJerusalem, until ye be enduedwith power
from on high." Luke 24:49. Here is the
source of the church's power to fu1fiJJ her
divine mission-Christ with us, Christ
abiding in our hearts by faith.
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Without a living faith in Christ as a
personal Saviour, it is impossible to
make our influence felt in a skeptical
world. If you would draw sinners out of
the swift running current, your own feet
must not stand on slippery places.

We cannot impart Heaven's light
unless we have received it. We cannot
reveal a Saviour, of whom we have no
knowledge. You cannot teach others of
Jesus and His righteousness, you cannot
portray His matchless love and the full-
ness of His grace, you cannot picture
Him as the Christian's all in all, as the
COmforter and Guide of men, unless
your own heart is filled with His love.
You will not be able to present God as a
God of compassion and love unless you
can say, "I have tasted, and know that
the Lord is good." The heavenly in-
fluences surrounding the soul of the true
worker are felt by those for whom he
labors; the presence of heavenly angels
is not seen by human eyes, but it is felt.

"We are labourers together with
God." 1 COrinthians 3:9. Bear this ever
in mind: Jesus says, "Without Me ye can
do nothing." John 15:5. It is God who
must accomplish the work. The Saviour
declared concerning what He Himself
had wrought, "The Father that dwelleth
in Me, He doeth the works." John 14:10.

IEllen G. White I

The laborers are to be partakers of the
divine nature; divinity and humanity
must be combined. Humanity will adapt
itself to humanity, and by manly re-
solves and wise efforts, will set the
springs of intellectual life in motion
under a tide of divine forces that are
powerful, thorough, and permanent.

Of the disciples after the transfigura-
tion of Christ, it is written that at the
close of this wonderful scene they "saw
no man, save Jesus only." Matthew 17:8.
"Jesus only"-in these words is the
secret of the life and power that marked
the early church. When the disciples
heard the words of Christ, they felt their
need of Him. They sought, they found,
they followed Him. They were with Him
in the house, at the table, in the closet, in
the field. They were as pupils with a
teacher, daily receiving from His lips
lessons of holy truth. They looked to
Him as servants to their master, to learn
their duty. They followed Him as sol-
diers follow their commander, fighting
the good fight of faith. Though Jesus
ascended to heaven, the sense of His
presence was still with them. It was a
personal presence, full of love and light.
Jesus, the Saviour, who had walked and
talked and prayed with them, who had
spoken hope and comfort to their hearts,



He who desires the truth in his heart, who
longs for the working of its power upon his life
'and character, will be sure to have it

had, while the message of peace was
upon His lips, been taken up from them
into heaven, and the tones of His voice
had come back to them as the chariot of
angels received Him, "Lo, I arn with you
alway, even unto the end of the world."
He had ascended to heaven in the form
of humanity. They knew that He was
before the throne of God, their Friend
and Saviour still; that His sympathies
were unchanged; that He was still iden-
tified with suffering humanity. He was
presenting before God the merits of His
own precious blood, showing His
wounded hands and feet as a remem-
brance of the price He had paid for His
redeemed. They knew that He had as-
cended to heaven to prepare places for
them, and that He would come again,
and take them to Himself.

As they returned from Olivet to
Jerusalem, the people looked upon them,
expecting to see on their faces expres-
sions of sorrow, confusion, and defeat;
but they saw there gladness and triumph.
The disciples did not wail over disap-
pointed hopes, but were continually in
the temple, praising and blessing God.

As they met together, they were
eager to present their requests to the
Father in the narne of Jesus. In solemn
awe they bowed in prayer, repeating to
one another the assurance of the
Saviour, "Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in My name, He will give it you.
Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My
name; ask, and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full." John 16:23-24.
During the ten days following the ascen-
sion, they with one accord devoted the
time to prayer and praise, waiting for the
descent of the Holy Spirit. They ex-
tended the hand of faith higher and
higher, with the mighty argument, "It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for
us." Romans 8:34

And Pentecost brought them the
heavenly illumination. The spiritual truths
which they could not comprehend while
Christ was with them were now unfolded.
Power from on high was given them, and
they became witnesses for Christ, even
unto the uttermost part of the earth.

All that Christ was to the early dis-
ciples, He desires to be to His children
today. They too may say, with the as-
surance of the beloved John, "That which
was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with ow eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our

hands have handled of the Word of life; ...
that which we have seen and heard declare
we unto you." 1 John 1:1, 3. Communion
with God through Christ and in Christ-
here is the source, the secret, of all spir-

life. It is a communion not limited to
times and places, but constant, abiding.
This is not the privilege alone of the
minister, the Bibleworker, orthemission-
ary; but of the canvasser, the man of
business, of all the followers ofChrist. All
may walk and talk with Jesus; their hearts
may be stayed on God.

It is because there is so little com-
munion with God, that spiritual life is so
feeble, and the efforts of our workers
meet with so little success. Our natures

must be raised from their earthliness;
they must be kindled and purified in the
upper brightness of God's divine pre-
sence. Why are we so easily satisfied
with little flashes of light, when there is a
heaven of illumination for us? We drink
at shallow streams, when there is a great
fountain just above us, ifwe will only rise
a little higher in the pathway of faith.

It is by beholding Christ, through
faith, that we are to be changed into His
likeness. As we meditate upon the per-
fection of His character, we shall desire
to become wholly transformed and re-
newed in the image of His purity. There
will be a hungering and thirsting of soul
to be made like Him whom we adore.
The more our thoughts are upon Christ,
the more we shall speak ofHim to others,
and represent Him to the world. We shall
represent Him in our words, in our love
for the brethren, in our deep, earnest love
for the souls for whom Christ died.

We need to study the Bible more, that
our minds may dwell upon the infinite
sacrifice of Christ, and His mediation in
our behalf. Let not Christ's words and the
words of some finite being bear with
equal weight upon you. Fill the whole
heart with the words ofGod. They are the
living water, quenching your burning
thirst. They are the living bread from

Heaven. Of this bread you must eat, and
you will gain in spirituality and power,
ever growing in grace and in the knowl-
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We need to study the truth for our-
selves. We must individually look to
God for divine enlightenment; and ifwe
do this, His Spirit will be given US to
illuminate the words of the LiVing
Oracles. When Nathanael came to Jesus,
the Saviour exclaimed, "Behold an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile."
Nathanael said, "Whence knowest Thou
me?" Jesus answered., "When thou wast
under the fig tree, I saw thee." John
1:47-48. And Jesus will see us also in
the secret places of prayer, if with the

whole heart we will seek Him for light,
that we may know what is truth.

It is impossible for any human mind
to comprehend all the richness and
greatness of even one promise of God.
One catches the glory from one point of
view, another the beauty and grace from
another point, and the soul is filled with
the heavenly light. If we saw all the
glory, the spirit would faint; but we can
bear far greater revelations from God's
abundant promises than we now enjoy.
It makes my heart sad to think how
many lose sight of the fullness of bless-
ing designed for us; they are so con-
tented, feeling: "I arn rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing"
(Revelation 3:17), and know not that
they need everything worth having.

Dear brethren, pray as you never
before prayed, for beams from the Sun of
Righteousness to shine upon the Word,
that you may be able to understand its true
meaning. Jesus pleaded that His disciples
might be sanctified through the trutb-the
Word of God. Then how earnestly should
we pray that Hewho "searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God," He whose
office it is to bring all things to the
remembrance of His people, and to guide
them into all truth, may be with us in the
investigation ofHis holy Word.

September 1990 Our Firm Foundation 5



God's blessing hangs over His people, but it
cannot be bestowed in its fullness because they
are so corrupted with the spirit and practices of
the world

He who desires the truth in his heart,
who longs for the working of its power
upon his life and character, will be sure
to have it. Andwhen our minds are filled
with thoughts of God, the realities of the
unseen world will open to our under-
standing, all the powers of the mind will
be subject to new, fresh impressions, we
shall take higher, holier views of the
truth, and a transformation will be going
on in us daily. Then we shall be able to
present the truth to others in such a way
as to make an impression upon their
minds.

When you have tasted and seen that
the Lord is good, you will have some-
thing fresh to tell. Like Philip, when he
found the Saviour, you will go forth to
invite others into His presence, saying,
"We have found Him, ofwhom Moses in
the law, and the prophets, did write."
John 1:45

Our prayer and social meetings
should be seasons of special help and
encouragement. Each one has a work to
do to make these gatherings as interest-

ing and profitable as possible. This can
best be done by having a fresh ex-
perience daily in the things of God, and
by not hesitating to speak of His love in
the assemblies of His people. If you do
not allow darkness and unbelief to enter
your hearts, they will not be manifest in
your meetings. Do not gratify the enemy
by dwelling upon the dark side of your
experience, but trust Jesus more fully for
help to resist temptation. If we thought
and talked more of Jesus, and less of
ourselves, we should have much more of
this presence. If we will abide in Him,
we shall be so filled with peace, faith,
and courage, and shall have such an
experience to relate when we come to
meeting, that others will be refreshed by
our clear, strong testimony for God.
There is need of a different kind of

labor in our churches from what they
have had. Those ministers who are in-
clined merely to preach, and not to visit

and put forth personal effort, need to
break up this habit by working earnestly
in families. Let families invite in their
neighbors, and then let the minister hold
Bible readings with them, and become
acquainted with them. There needs to be
less preaching and more pastoral work
done in our churches. Those who have no
aptitude for this kind of labor should
educate themselves and come more into
harmony with Christ's manner of work-
ing. Habit is not formed by one act alone,
but is the result of a succession ofactions.
God's workers are called upon to vary
their labor; they should surprise the
people and happily disappoint them by
doing work that will be instructive, and
that will interest the mind. There should
be fewer sermons, and more educating.

Brethren, we must have less of self,
and more of God. We are not to trust for
success to what we can do, but to what
Christ can do through our efforts. The
efficiency ofour labor depends upon our
hold on God. The Lord requires of you
diligent culture of your abilities; unless·

you are constantly in Christ's school, the
tastes and aspirations will become
earthly, and the energies intrusted to you
for the accomplishment of God's work
will be perverted and misplaced.

The Holy Spirit is grieved and driven
away by the self-sufficiency, the unchrist-
like spirit, that is cherished. You have no
time to spend in contention. Draw near to
God, and go to work for Christ and the
souls He died to save. If mistakes are
made, as they will be, do not fall back,
content to make no further effort; but try
again. With agony of desire, in humility,
with wrestling faith, come to One who is
too wise to err, and who will make no
mistake in your case; One who knows
your every weakness, and who will hear
your beartfelt prayers. May Godmake His
servants wise through the divine illumina-
tion, that the mould of man may not be
seen on any of the great and important
enterprises before us!

The Lord wants US to come up into
the mount-more directly into His pre-
sence. We are coming to a crisis, which,
more than any previous time since the
world began, will demand the entire con-
secration ofevery faculty of the mind and
every power of the being, on the part of
all who have named the name of Christ.

It is through the church that the self-
sacrificing love of Jesus is to be made
manifest to the world; but by the present
example of the church the character of
Christ is misrepresented, and a false con-
ception of Him is given to the world.
Self-love excludes the love of Jesus from
the SOul, and this is why there is not in the
church greater zeal and more fervent love
for Him who first loved us. Self is su-
preme in so many hearts. Their thoughts,
their time, their money, are given to
self-gratification, while souls for whom
Christ died are perishing.
This is why the Lord cannot impart

to His church the fullness of His bless-
ing. Th honor them in a distinguished
manner before the world would be to put
His seal upon their works, confirming
their false representation of His charac-
ter. When the church shall come out
from the world, and be separate from its
maxims, habits, and practices, the Lord
Jesus will work with His people; He will
pour a large measure of His Spirit upon
them, and the world will know that the
Father loves them. Will the people of
God continue to be so stupefied with
selfishness? His blessing hangs over
them, but it cannot be bestowed in its
fullness because they are so corrupted
with the spirit and practices of the world.
There is spiritual pride among them; and
should the Lord work as His heart longs
to do, it would but confirm them in their
self-esteem and self-exaltation. Shall
Christ continue to be misrepresented by
our people? Shall the grace of God, the
divine enlightenment, be shut away
from His church, because of their
lukewarmness? It will be, unless there is
most thorough seeking of God, renun-
ciation of the WOrld, and humbling of the
soul before God. The converting power
of God must pass through our churches.

A revival of true godliness among us
is the greatest and most urgent of all our
needs. We must bave the holy unction
from God, the baptism of His Spirit.
This is the only efficient agent in the
promulgation of sacred truth. It is the
Spirit of God that quickens the lifeless
faculties of the soul to appreciate
heavenly things, and attracts the affec-
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tions toward God and the truth. What we
need, what we cannot do without, is the
power of the Holy Spirit to work with
our efforts. All pampering of self must
be at an end. There is a weakness of
intellect, a lack of religious fervor, in
those who want to lean upon others, to
be petted, waited on, and propped up.
There must be an earnest longing, a
soul-hunger, for the presence of the
Lord. Make Him your support, your
front guard and your rearward. "Blessed
are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled."
Matthew 5:6. He who has endowed the
human mind with all its powers will so
mould these capabilities that there will
be no extremes; all will act harmoniously.

It is a case of life or death with us.
We have been stricken with spiritual
paralysis, and every one needs the help
of the Great Physician. He alone can
reach our case. He is only waiting to be
invited by us with earnest heart, with
sincere desire. Nothing is wanting but a
preparation of heart; we are to clear
away the rubbish, open the door, and
invite Jesus to come in and abide with
us. Simple, earnest, believing prayer al-
ways brings Him to our side as a mighty
helper. He says to us, "Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in
to hifi, and will sup with him, and He
with me." Revelation 3:20. He longs to

come in; He is only waiting for us to
prepare the way, to open the door, and
He will come in.

A revival need be expected only in
answer to prayer. When churches are
revived, it is because some individual
seeks earnestly for the blessing of God.
He hungers and thirsts after God, and
asks in faith, and receives accordingly.
He goes to work in earnest, feeling his
great dependence upon the Lord, and
souls are aroused to seek for a like
blessing, and a season of refreshing falls
upon the hearts of men.

Many are weary of their halfhearted
service. Their souls cry out after the
living God. They cannot be satisfied
with a form of godliness; they long for
the deep movings of the Holy Spirit. Let
the weary, discouraged one cry, as did
Jacob, for the Comforter. Let him lay
bare his soul in the secret place before
God. Let him with loathing put away
soul-defilement. The work is between
him and his God.

God is at work; He doethwonders; and
allhough He is high and lifted up, prayer
will reach His tluone. He that is turning
and overturning, He that can do marvelous
things, will regard the contrite prayer of
faith from the humblest of His children.

We are not to look at ourselves. The
more we dwell on our imperfections, the
less strength we shall have to overcome
them. Jesus says, "Look unto mc, and be

ye saved." Isaiah 45 :22. It is not neces-
sary for us to be ever stumbling and
repenting, and writing bitter things
against ourselves. It is our privilege to
believe the promises of the Word of
God, and accept the blessings that Jesus
loves to bestow, that our joy may be full.

Put away all doubt. Dismiss your
fears. Obtain the experience that Paul
had when he exclaimed, "I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not It
but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the nesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave Himself for me." Galatians
2:20. Surrender everything to Christ,
and let your life be hid with Christ in
God. Then you will be a power for good.

The Lord did not lock the reservoir
of heaven after pouring His Spirit upon
the early disciples. We also may receive
of the fullness ofHis blessing. Heaven is
full of the treasures of His grace, and
those who come to God in faith may
claim all that He has promised.

I beseech you to keep reaching out
after God, to keep drinking of the Foun-
tain of living water. You may be as a tree
planted by the rivers of water, whose
leaf does not wither. You may be full of
moisture, and be able to refresh others,
and to give them grace and comfort. 0

The Home Missionary, November 1,
1890

Had the Reformation, after attaining a degree of success, consented to temporize to secure favor with the world, it would have
been untrue to God and to itself, and would thus have ensured its own destruction. The experience of these nohle Reformers
contains a lesson for all sncceeding ages. The Great Controversy, 204
There are some who have a desire to benefit others, but they fail because of their defective manners. They do not realize the fact
that before seeking the reformation of others, they themselves need to reform.Review and Herald, vol. 6, 287
Melancthon's far·seeing cautiousness often averted trouble which would have come upon the cause, if the work had been left
alone to Luther; and the work would often have failed in being pushed forward, if it had been left to Melancthon alone. I was
shown the wisdom of GOD in choosing these two men, of different characters to carry on the work of reformation. Spiritual
Gifts, vol. 1, 122
We are living in a time when even greater earnestness is needed than in the apostles' day. But among many of the ministers of
Christ there is a feeling of unrest, a desire to imitate the romantic style ofmodern revivalists, a desire to do something great, to
create a sensation, to be accounted able speakers, and to gain for themselves honor and distinction. Testimonies, vol. 5, 132
If the warnings and reproofs given in the Word of God and in the testimonies of His Spirit are not plain enough, what words
would be sufficiently plain to bring about a revival and a reformation? Tlte UpwardLook, 240

From the secret place of prayer came the power that shook the world in the Great Reformation. Tlte Great COllIroversy, 210

Ifwe do not maintain the grace of patience, we shall never reach a state of perfection. Signs ofthe Times, vol. 2, 153
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apostle Paul tells us that because they do
not value and believe the truth of God's
promise to save them, they will be espe-
cially vulnerable to deception. He says,
"For this cause God shall send them
strong delusion that they should believe
a lie.'" Now a delusion is a belief that is
tenaciously held in spite of contrary
evidence. So we can expect a denial of
the evidences of God's prontises and
those who reject God's prontised plan of
rescue will be completely taken in by
Satan's lies. Because they insist on fol-
lowing their own inclinations instead of
God's rules for happiness, they will be
doomed to destruction with their
deceiver.4 That is not a very pleasant
alternative.

But remember, to be effective, a
deception must appear very reasonable,
logical, and right; and Satan is the father
of lies, the master deceiver. So what is
his counterfeit? First he turns the world
into the chaos that we see---a state of
crisis and fear. Then he says, "There is
only one solution: Us. We must save
ourselves!"

When those who do not accept
God's plan of rescue look at the fearful
things going on in the world, they are
scared. They say, "Hey! We've got to
do something! Don't just sit there!
Look alive! We all have a common
fear. Our world is headed for destruc-
tion. No one is going to rescue us but
ourselves."

This is exactly what world leaders
today are saying. In his speech to the
United Nations General Assembly,Mik-
hail Gorbachev said:
"This world is nevertheless one

world. We are all passengers aboard one
ship, the earth, and we must not allow it
to be wrecked. There will be no second
Noah's ark!"s

Spoken like a true atheist; we hear
the echo of the apostle Peter's predic-
tion, made almost two thousand years
ago:

"Knowing this first, that there shall
come in the last days scoffers, walking
after their own lusts, and saying, Where
is the prontise ofHis coming?"·

Satan's great delusion, his counter-
feit ofGod's rescue plan, is that ifwe are
going to be saved from the catastrophe
facing this planet, we will all have to get
together in one united, worldwide effort

Dr. Shafer is a practicing clinical
psychologist living in College Place, Wash-
ington.

World Peace?
THERE is trouble ahead! The sur-

vival of our biosphere is threatened.
Pollution, pestilence, and perverseness
are destroying us. Lawlessness, anarchy,
and violence reign. How shall we re-
spond to this crisis?

Those who have developed an abid-
ing trust in God's rescue plan are re-
minded of the words of Jesus, spoken for
us who live when these things are hap-
pening: ''Look up, and lift up your heads;
for your redemption [rescue1 draweth
nigh."!

1b those who have made a covenant
with God, these things are the sounds of
the footsteps of an approaching God-
Jesus our older brother,' coming back as
He promised, to rescue us from the
troubled world.

But to the world that has forsaken
God, to those who have not learned to
trust Him enough to follow His rules of
living or have denied His existence, it is
a different story. The Bible says that
these people will be taken in by an
overwhelming deception of Satan. The

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Vernon Shafer I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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The human race must find solutions to the
problems that menace its very existence.
People will do anything that needs to be done
when it comes to issues of life and death

and do it ourselves. Satan tells us that
there is no God but ourselves. We are all
on our own.

This message is becoming the theme
of thousands of voices coming from the
mouth of the dragon (atheism-spiritual-
ism), from the mouth of the Beast (the
papacy), and from the mouth of the False
Prophet (ecumenical Protestantism). As
we observe what these world thought
leaders are saying, it is important to
notice how reasonable their arguments
appear to be. See how so often these
messages are couched in beautiful
sounding words and sentiments that give
their ideas an immensely attractive ap-
peal.

Pope John PaUlI!, the crowned head
of the Papacy, has become a leading
voice in selling this one-world idea. In a
recent message he said, "The estab-
lishment of an order based on justice and
peace is vitally needed today as a moral
imperative valid for all peoples and re-
gimes.... This is the only path pos-
sible.'" His message, speaking of peace
and justice, is saying that we all have to
get together and save ourselves. There is
no other way.

In an Associated Press story of a
message to a meeting of HindUS,
Moslems, Protestants, and Catholics-
you can't get much more ecumenical
than that-he said that all religions
must work together against political,
ideological, and economic tensions that
threaten the survival of mankind. "It is
God's will that we work together," he
said.8

Again Mikhail Garbachev said it this
way, "We see a bUdding world order in
which peaceful co-existence and mutu-
ally beneficial co-operation based on
good will, will be universal norms."9 It
sounds very appealing; but the apostle
Paul, almost 20 centuries ago, warned
that this would be one of the signs of
Jesus' return.

"But of the times and the seasons,
brethren, ye have no need that I write
unto you. For yourselves know perfectly
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a
thief in the night. For when they shall
say, Peace and safety; then sudden de-
struction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape."10

A multitude of voices are pressing
the need for a government
and a one-world economy. Though
Bible prophecy predicts that such plans
will never fully succeed, it is not diffi-

cult to see the role these apparently
grand and noble ideas are playing in
laying the groundwork for the third
item on the agenda, a one-world re-
ligion. In their recent pastoral letter the
National Conference of Catholic Bi-
shops call for "global systems of gover-
nance." They emphasize that to solve
our problems will "require the con-
certed effort of the whole world com-
munity."l1

In January, 1988, the Economist
magazine featured a special article with
a full cover picture, announcing the
coming of a worldwide economy.

Alan Greenspan, chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board, endorsed this
inexorable movement when he said, "in-
tegration of world economics is a
desirable trend."J2

In September, 1987, Mikhail Garba-
chev recommended that in order to find
solutions to the pressing world problems,
an effort should be made to bring to-
gether representatives of world thought
leaders, including Nobel laureates, diplo-
mats, and churchmen. Thus we would
bring together the leading figures in
world politics, government, science,
economics, and religion. There was little
delay in acting on this recommendation.
In fact it happened so quickly one
wonders if the machinery wasn't strategi-
cally in place even before the rccommen-

dation was made public. Known as The
Global Forum ofSpiritual and Parliamen-
tary Leaders on Human Survival, this
elite group of carefully selected one-
world oriented leaders met in Oxford,
England, in April, 1988. In an official
newsletter they said:

"More and mare people seem to
think that spiritual and parliamentary
leaders should at least be engaged in
conversation. Clearly, this new feeling
arises from the gathering threats to
human survivaL The human race must
find solutions to the problems that
menace its very existence. People will

do anything that needs to be done when
it comes to issues of life and death. "13

In an official news release they
further outlined their purpose:

UWe are entering an era of global
citizenship in which we will take a
stand for human life everywhere. This
new consciousness transcends all bar-
riers of race and religion, ideology and
nationality.... This new consciousness
must draw upon all the achievements of
the human spirit-on the universal prin-
ciples embodied in the world's re-
ligions, on the great secular philoso-
phies, and on the astounding insights of
science....

"We hold up a vision of a new
community, where the long and tragic
history of human violence gives way to
an age of mutually assured welfare and
peace. We seek to resolve conflict and to
complement each other. We seek to
move from competition toward co-
operation, from chaos toward harmony.
This is the vision to which the Oxford
Conference is dedicated."l"

Leaders of the Global Forum en-
thusiastically declare that their purpose
was not just to have another conference.
They see themselves as initiating and
promoting a process whereby their
dream of one world of co-operation can
be achieved. As U.S. Congressman
James H. Skeuer put it:

"We must merge the ethical and the
practical, the politician and the priest,
the sacred and the secular."IS

Akio Matsumura, executive co-ardi-
nator of the Global Forum meeting,
notes that the conference is not really
originating this process. He observes
that it is only a part of an already rapidly
evolving worldwide global perspective
for which he gives considerable credit to
the Roman Papacy. He comments:

"Even as recently as five years ago,
our Oxford Conference would not have
worked. But now, suddenly, interfaith
initiatives have gathered strength,
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It is well to remember that New Age thinking
is little more than the occult teachings of
ancient Eastern wisdom religions packaged in
the language of Western atheistic humanism

with-for example-both the Vatican
and the World Wildlife Federation
bringing people of all beliefs together at
Assisi. In our initiative, with our confer-
ence, we hope to go a little further-and
join all faiths with all political atti-
wdes."16
Reverend Ftanklyn Richardson,

spokesman for the World Council of
Churches, describes that organizalion as
the United Nations of the church, and
comments: "I think that the future of the
world is that we are becoming more of a
village, that this is a global Village; .
We arc one world, onc community; .
the church is going to have to aid the
world in understanding that-lin

As we have noted above, Mikhail
Gorbachev argues convincingly as an
articulate and impassioned apostle of the
new order. And people are listening. A
wave of conviction is spreading around
the world that there is a ring of truth in
what these world leaders are saying.
Some brief excerpts from Gorbachev's
speech to the United Nations are reveal-
ing.

He spoke of man's common destiny
and commented upon "the problem of
mankind's survival and self-preserva-
tion." Then he expressed the common
dream of people around the world:

"I would like to believe that our
hopes will be matched by our joint effort
to put an end to an era of wars, COUrTan-
!alion, and regional conl1icts, to aggres-
sions against nature, to the terror of
hunger and poverty, as well as the polili-
cal terrorism. This is OUf common goal,
and we can only reach it together. "18

Looking to popular mass movements
to achieve the necessary Changes, he
comments that "an ever increasing num-
ber of statesmen, political, party, and
public figures, scientists, cultural
figures, representalives of mass move-
ments, and various churches, and activ-
ists of the so-called people's diplomacy
are ready to shoulder the burden of
universal responsibility."19

He articulates the reality that the
problems facing the planet cannot be
solved by individual nations, and the
only answer is one-world government.
He says, "The scientific and technical
revolution has turned many economic,
food, energy, environmental, informa-
tion, and population problems, which
only recently we treated as national or
regional ones, into global problems.

"Efforts to solve global problems," he
says, "require a new scope and quality of
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interaction of states and sociopolitical
currents, regardless ofideologicaI or other
differences." In all of this he sees "the
emergence of a mutually interrelated and
integral world," in which "our ideal is a
world community of states which are
basedon the rule of law." He promotes the
strengthening of the world court and an
international world security force. "The
world economy," he says, "is becoming a
single organism.... This places on the
agenda the need to devise a fundamentally
new machinery for thc functioning of the
world economy, a new structure of the
international division of labor.

"It would be naive to think," he con-
tinues, "lhat the problems plaguing
mankind today can be solved with the
means and the methods which were ap-
plied or seemed to work in the past.
Indeed, mankind has accumulated a
wealth of experience in the progress of
political, economic, and social develop-
ment. ... But that experience belongs to
the praclices ... of the past. ... But today
we face a different world, for which we
must seek a different road to the future."

Gorbachev argues from the human-
ist, New Age line that no one is "in
possession of ultimate truth," but that
"we should jointly seek the way leading
to the supremacy of the univcrsal human
idea over the endless multitude of
centrifugal forces, the way to preserve
the vitality of this civilization, possibly
the only one in the entire universe." Like
a charismatic prophet of peace, he sees
the hopeful potential of a universal
peace in this new world order if men and
women will just rise above "ideological
differences," that is, differences in faith,
beliefs, and values, and accept all these
differences as of equal value. Then these
differences could become "a factor for
mutual enrichment and mutual attrac-
tion.... What we are talking about,
therefore, is unity in diversity."20
Even a cursory review of the main

theme and ideas of Gorbachev's mes-

sage immediately strikes one with the
similarity of this thinking with the New
Age propaganda agenda that is permeat-
ing and saturating our society. This
process is so pervasive that without
being aware of it we have gradually
been adopting a new language, new
attitUdes, values, and standards of ac-
ceptable social behavior.

The attitude that anything goes, do
your own thing, tolerance and accept-
ance of all differences, are examples of
the concept of unity in diversity Gorba-
chev talks about. This change of think-
ing is impacting all of us. Especially has

it been accepted by the younger genera-
tion because of the intensive indoctrina-
tion they have received from television
and in the schools. But it is this gradual
adoption of these syncrelistic values,
that there is no belief that is of any more
value than any other belief, that is break-
ing down old social and moral values
and paving the way for a whole new
one-world order. This is pure New Age
thinking.

It is well to remember that New Age
thinking is little more than the occult
teachings of ancient Eastern wisdom
religions packaged in the language of
Western atheistic humanism.
Of course Mr. Gorbachev, or

"Gorby" as New Yorkers affectionately
tabbed him, is only one voice among the
many who are proclaiming the same
urgent message.

Peler Lalonde, editor of The Omega
Leller, who has writlen extensively on
this topiC, has observed that: "One-
world groups such as the Trilateral Com-
mission and the Council on Foreign
Relations have long argued that these
issues," regarding planetary survival,
"could be exploited as a reason to bring
forth a new world order."21

In support he quotes the following
evidence of their thinking and plans:

"In general, the prospects for achiev-
ing effeclive international co-operation



can often be improved if the issues can
be kept [to appear to be] separate-what
we call piecemeal functionalism....
Coalitions of specialists can be built
across national boundaries in specific
functional areas, blunting the national-
ism that ntight otherwise hinder agree-
ment.

"Likewise, Richard Gardner (Profes-
sor of International Organizations at
Columbia University as well as a Tri-
latcral Commission and Council On For-
eign Relations member) argues against
the old philosophy of attempting to
achieve 'instant world government' and
claims that 'an end Tun around national
sovercignty, eroding it piece by piece,
will accomplish more than the old-fash-
ioned frontal assault.'

"In the end, Philip Isley (President of
the World Constitution and Parliament
Association) argues, society will realize
that the only solution to all of these
problems will be the formation of a
world government because 'these prob-
lems which threaten to destroy or
severely cripple the future of all people
on earth, cannot be solved on a local
basis, nor by negotiations among
sovereign nations, whether inside or out-
side of the United Nations.' '>22

Writing in the Los Angeles Times,
Roger W. Sperry voices the same ur-
gency of the need:

"For the common good, we need to
frame and abide by a higher system of
law and justice, designed with less
national, more godlike, perspectives for
the preservation and welfare of the bio-
sphere as a whole.... Control of nu-
clear armaments is a logical place to
start their implementation. One sees
liltle hope for a permanent, truly satis-
factory control of nuclear armaments in
the absence of some kind of inter-
national world security forcc, with the
power and the know-how to keep nu-
clear developments under strict surveil-
lance and control. ... The problem of
selling up and administering an effective
international force of this kind-involv-
ing a first step toward world govern-
ment-can hardly be more grave.'>23
The Brulld/landReport, with exten-

sive monitoring of the world's rapidly
deteriorating biosphere, concluded that
"only a diminishing of national sover-
eignty and the creation of a world
environmental authority could forestall
environmental disaster."24

This is only a sampling of the many
voices arguing the urgent need for this

man-made solution to survival. One is
struck, not only by the urgency, but by
the apparent reasonableness of the mes-
sage. It all sounds so logical. It touches
the longing desire in the heart of every
person for a world of co-operation,
peace, and happiness.

As we hear this multitude of voices,
it becomes harder and harder to recog-
nize it as Satan's masterful, deceptive
delusion. This is exactly as the master
deceiver intended that it should be. The
Bible tells us that everyone on the earth
who has not made a life and death
comntitment to taking God at His Word
will be taken in by this masterful coun-
terfejt." Jesus, Himself, warned that the
deception would be so clever that even
His most devout and faithful followers
would be in danger of being taken in by
the deception.'"

Who are you going to trust? God
urges us to trust Him and to follow His
love-bought plan for our eternal rescue.
But always respecting our freedom of
choice, God will only use truth and
persuasion. Satan, on the other hand,
capitalizes on stealth, deception, and
manipulation. 0

l Luke 21:28
: See Hebrews 2: 11
, See 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12
• See ibid.
, Mikh.1.i1 Gorbachev, Perestroikai emphasis sup-
plied

• 2 Peler 3:3-4
• 10hn Paul II, 1711! Omega Letter, November 1988
• Ibid.
• The Omega LetteT, November 1988
00 1 Thessalon.i.3ns 5:1-3
II The Omega Letter, November 1988
llIbid.
II GlobalForum News Letter, April 1988, quoted in
ibid.
,. Ibid.; emph..'\Sls supplied
U The Omega Letter, November 1988
II Ibid.; emphasis supplied
II Ibid.
I' Mikhail Gorbilchev, The Omega Leifer, JilnWU)'
1989

I' Ibid.
:lOIbid.
2' The Omega Letter, January 1989
Jllbid.
Ibid.

:. Our Common Future, Report of the United Nfi-
lions World Commission on Environment and
Development, April 1987

:oJ See ReveL"\lion 13:8
:II See Mauhew 24:24

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: Water Shortages and Diet

Vegetarian Times, April 1990, 20-21,
provided a wealth of information on the
relationship between vegetarian and
vegan diets and the world ecosystem.
The statistics in some cases are shocking.

The amount of water needed to pro-
duce one pound of wheat is about 25
gallons. 10 produce one pound of meat
requires 2,500 gallons of water.
The average amount ofwater required

daily to feed a person on the standardU.S.
meat-based diet is 4,200 gallons. 10 feed a
lacto-ovo vegetarian, only 1,200 gallons
of water a day are needed, and a vegan
(total vegetarian) only needs 300 gallons
of water a day to supply his food. If a
person switches to a lacto-ovo vegetarian
diet, he will conserve enough water to fill
one and a half Olympic swimming pools
in just one year. A vegan conserves about
two Olympic swimming pools of water
per year.

It takes 78 calories of fossil fuel to get
one calorie of protein ftom beef; from
milk you need 36 calories of fossil fuel,
and 22 calories from chicken, but only
two calories of fossil fuel are needed to
produce one calotie of protein from soy-
beans. If the entire population of the
United States switched to a vegetarian
diet, our requirements for imported oil
would drop 60 percent.

Subject: No Model for the Universe

Science News, March 24, 1990, 184,
notes that the many observations of the
reality of the universe are giving
cosmologists fits. "The trouble is that no
current theoretical model of the evolu-
tion of the universe seems to fit all of the
observations without at least some in-
consistencies."

You really can't blame them. TIying
to figure out how the Big Bang could
have resulted in stars and galaxies is like
trying to figure out how an explosion in
a dumpster could result in a working
Swiss watch.
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Ralph Larson last served as chairman of the
Church andMinistly Department oftheSeventh-
dayAdventist 171eological Seminary, Far East.

said that Christ came to the earth in the
human nature of the unfallen Adam. Al-
though the research report, The Word Was
Made Flesh, has been in the hands of our
church administrators and scholars for
three years, Ihe response to this offer has
been a thunderous, ear-shattering silence.
Not one quotation has been submitted.

We Iherefore addressed ourselves to
the question, How could this statement
that is so out of harmony with the evi-
dence have been made? A comparison of
the excerpts from Ellen White's writings
that were used in Ihe statement of page
650 of Questiolls Oil Doctrille with their
sources produced a series of very rude
shocks. There had been gross violation of
context and extreme manipulation of evi-
dence. We submit a glaring example:

In a Siglls of the Times article dated
June 9, 1898, Ellen White had written a
sentence like this:

"In taking upon Himself man's na-
ture in its fallen condition, Christ did not
in the least participate in its sin."
Selected Messages, book 1, 256

In Questions on Doctrine, page 651,
this sentence-incredibly enough-was
submitted as evidence under the heading

A Problem of Intellectual Integrity
THE Seventh-day Adventist Church its own problem of intellectual integrity.

was called into existence to deal A doctrine has been introduced among us
with a problem of intellectual integrity. that has now been demonstrated to have
Countless numbers of Christian people been founded upon false reasoning,
were holding to doctrines (inclUding manipulation of evidence, misrepresenta-
Sunday observance) that had been tion, and misstatement of historical fact.
founded upon false reasoning, manipu- We refer to the doctrine that Christ came
lation of evidence, misrepresentation, to this earth in the human nature of the
and misstatement of historical fact. unfallen Adam, which was introduced

As this unpleasant reality became rec- among Seventh-day Adventists by the
ognizcd, such Christians were confronted book Questions on Doctrine in 1957.
by an intensely practical problem. Should It was claimed that this had always
they bring their doctrine and practice into been the belief of Seventh-day Advent-
harmony with the truth, regardless of the ists, whereas the opposite was lrue. Ex-
inconvenience, or should they cling to haustive research has brought to light
their doctrine because it pleased them, in more than 1200 statements, published
spite of its false foundations? during the 100 years 1852-1952 by

It has been and is the peculiar mission of leaders and members of the Seventh-day
the Seventh-day Adventist Church to appeal Adventist Church, stating that our Lord
for intellectual integrity, for respect for the came to this earth in the human nature of
authority of evidence, and to urge that a fallen man. Approximately four hundred
doctrine built upon a faIsefoundation not be of these statements were from the in-
maintained for any reason. Millions, if not spired pen of Ellen White. Not a single
billions, of words have been shaped into slatement was found in the publications
thcsespokenandwrittenappeaIsforintellec- of our church during the years 1852-
tual integrity. Some have responded to these 1952 that supported the claim put forth in
appeals; morc have not. The majority have Questions 011 Doctrine. Not onc.
chosen to simply ignore the evidence, saying Since the statement in Questiolls Oil
in effect, "Since the doctrine pleases me, I Doctrine, 650-652, was constructed en-
will cling to it, regardless of its faIse founda- tirely of excerpts from the writings of
tions. I care not for intellectual integrity." Ellen White, an offer of $1,000 was made

And now, incredibly, the Seventh-day to any person who could produce a single
Adventist Church itself is struggling with quotation in which Ellen White actually
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Truth may be and should be balanced with
truth, but truth cannot be balanced with
untruth. ... There can be no balance between a
true doctrine of the incarnation and a false
doctrine of the incarnation

"Took Sinless Human Nature." How the
authors reconciled their choice of the
word "sinless" with Ellen White's choice
of the word "fallen" is still a mystery.

In Movement of Destiny, 497, L. E.
Froom is even more emphatic, completely
laying aside the first half of the sentence
as Ellen White wrote it: "Thok Sinless
Nature of Adam Before Fall.... He 'did
not in the least participate in its sin.' "

Thus Ellen White is misrepresented
as having said the precise opposite of
what she actually did say, and she is
represented as having made the ludicrous
statement that Christ did not in the least
participate in the sin of the sinless nature
of the unfallen Adam. This is a quite
gratuitous insult to her intelligence and to
the intelligence of the reader.

This is by no means the only offense
in this regard found in these two
volumes. A detailed listing of their
grievous procedural irregularities is pre-
sented in The Word Was Made Flesh,
pages 229-274. The grim picture re-
quired us to pronounce the statement in
Questions on Doctrine a methodological
monstrosity and a historical fraud. (And
yet even today, in the 1990s, some who
write in denominational papers continue
to quote from Questions Oil Doctrine,
page 650, to sustain their views!)

A few attempts have been made to
defend the Calvinistic doctrine that
Christ came to earth in the human nature
of the unfallen Adam, but all of them
have studiously avoided our challenge
regarding its faulty methodology and its
misrepresentation of Seventh-day Ad-
ventist history. This, we believe, is un-
conscionable and indefensible. To lead
our members into a discussion of the
doctrine without letting them know by
what fraudulent methods the doctrine
was introduced among us is monstrously
misleading and hazardous in the ex-
treme. Very serious credibility problems
are created when church members even-
tually learn the truth.

Some attempts have been made to
refute our work, not by presenting evi-
dence, as requested; but by raising ques-
tions and objections as follows:

1, You have been selective in your
choice of Ellen White statements. (A
seminary professor)

Answer: Ellen White does not con-
tradict herself. We have offered $1,000
for one Ellen White statement that
Christ came to earth in the human nature
of the unfallen Adam. Why do you not
elaim it?

2, I could fill a book with Ellen
White statements on the other side of
that question. (A Conference president)

Answer: You do not need to fill a
book. You only need to produce one
such statement in order to elaim the
$1,000 reward. Why do you not present
your statement?
3. Why don't you be more balanced?

(A General Conference vice-president)
Answer: Truth may be and should be

balanced with truth, but truth cannot be
balanced with untruth. Would we like to
hear a man say, "I have been telling the
truth all morning. This afternoon I must
tell a few lies in order to stay in
balance?" There can be no balance be-
tween the true Sabbath and a false sab-
bath. There can be no balance between a
true doctrine of the incarnation and a
false doctrine of the incarnation.

4. Are you saying that Christ took a
sinful humanity to heaven? (A minister)

Answer: We are reporting Ellen
White's position, not ours. Ellen White
writes that "Christ took with Him to the
heavenly courts His glorified humanity"
(The Ministry of Healing, 421), and
"Christ ascended to heaven, bearing a
sanctified, holy humanity." Review and
Herald, vol. 5, 120

5. Why are you making an issue oul
of something that is not important? (A
Conference administrator)

Answer: We did not create the issue.
The writers of Questions on Doctrine
did. There was no issue on this point
among us until Questions on Doctrine
appeared in 1957. In her day Ellen
White did not regard the maller as unim-
portant. Notice the use of the word
"only" in the following statement:

"Through His humiliation and poverty
Christ would identify Himself with the
weaknesses of the fallen race.... The
great work of redemption could be carried
out only by the Redeemer taking the place
of fallen Adam.... The King of glory
proposed to humble Himself to fallen

humanity.... He would take man's fallen
nature." Review andHerald, vol. 1, 140

6. Let's have less discussion about
the nature of Christ. (AReview editorial)

Answer: This is good counsel, but it
is thirty years late. It should have been
presented in the years 1956-1957, when
long, long articles in the Review and
Ministry were joining with the book
Questions on Doctrine, to lead the Ad-
ventist people to accept a Calvinistic
doctrine about the nature of Christ.

7. We can harmonize the two beliefs
about the nature of Christ if we teach
lhat He actually had two human natures,
one fallen and one unfallen. (A seminary
professor)

Answer: The claim that possessing a
fallen human nature would place Christ
under the condemnation of God was the
basis of the argument that we dared not
hold to that belief. If this be true, the
problem is not solved by reducing the
fallen portion to 50 percent, or even 5
percent. A single percentage point of the
fallen nature would condemn Him.

And if it is not true that having a
fallen human nature would bring Christ
under the condemnation of God, there is
no danger in our holding to that doctrine.

As stated, OUI comprehensive re-
search report, The Word Was Made
Flesh, has now been in the hands of our
administrators and scholars for approxi-

mately three years. A copy has been sent
to every academy and college library in
North America, and hundreds have been
sent overseas. We believe that there has
been ample time and opportunity for it to
be critically evaluated. We believe that
the church membership is now entitled
to hear a report of that evaluation. We
believe that to engage in discussions of
the doctrine while making no mention of
the fraudulent foundation by which it
was introduced to us is to depart from
the principles of intellectual integrity.

We believe that the time has come for
both the adminislrative community and
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the scholarly community in our church to
be called upon to testify. And we believe
that the first question to be answered in
that testimony must be, What do you say
about the statement on page 650 ofQues-
tions on Doctrine and the methodology by
which it was produced? Do you defend
that methodology?

We remind our readers that the state-
ment about the human nature ofChrist on
page 650 of Questions on Doctrine does
not contain a single word of Scripture,
except as quoted by Ellen White; but is
constructed entirely from excerpts from
the writings of Ellen White. Worse still,
thirty-one of the ninety-two lines in that
statement, the material that is used to
carry the burden of proof, is drawn from
a personal, private lelter that Ellen White
wrote to a minister in Tasmania, and
which she never published. That lelter
definitely did not state that Christ came to
earth in the human nature of the unfallen
Adam. It is interpreted to mean that.

This is in spite of her own appeal in
Testimonies, vol. 5,696:

"If you desire to know what the Lord
has revealed through her [Sister Whitej,
read her published works."

Astonishingly, some who cling to
the statement in Questions on Doctrine,
which was drawn entirely from the
Spirit of Prophecy, wish to fault and
discountenance responses to it that are
drawn from the same Spirit of Prophecy.
They assume the altitude that it is wrong
to so use the Spirit of Prophecy, and that
the evidence should be from the Scrip-
tures.

However, earlier Seventh-day Ad-
ventist writers, including Ellen White,
based their belief regarding the human
nature of Christ directly on the Scrip-
tures. Their favorite Christological text
was Romans 8:3.

uGod sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh."

Other commonly employed texts were:
"Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our

Lord, which was made of the seed of
David according to the flesh." Romans 1:3

"For both He that sanctifieth and
they who are sanctified are all ofone: for
which cause He is not ashamed to call
them brethren.... Forasmuch then as
the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise took
part of the same.... For verily He took
not on Him the nature of angels; but He
took on Him the seed of Abraham.
Wherefore in all things it behoved Him
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to be made like unto His brethren."
Hebrews 2:11,14,16-17
They saw both Peter's ladder (2 Peter

1:4-8) and Jacob's ladder (Genesis
28:12-15) as symbols of the fallen na-
ture that Christ assumed. See The Desire
ofAges, 311-312. The point was often
made, as in this quotation, that if Christ
had not come in the fallen nature-sin-
ful flesh of man-the bottom rung of
Jacob's ladder would not have reached
the earth, and man would have had no
effective salvation.

Ellen White uses the symbolism of
the brazen serpent erected by Moses in
the wilderness as a representation of the
sinful flesh assumed by Christ in His
incarnation. See Numbers 21:9 as used in
The Desire of Ages, 174-175; and The
1888 Ellen G. White Materials, 1450-
1451. She points out that as the hand of
Jesus received no pollution in touching
the flesh of a leper, so Jesus received no
pOllution by coming to dwell in human-
ity, a statement that would be nonsensical
if applied to the nature of the unfallen
Adam. See The Ministry ofHealing, 70

Qur pioneers, as is well known, ap-
plied the prophecies concerning the an-
tichrist to the papacy. They saw the
papal doctrine of the immaculate con-
ception as a denial that Christ had come
in the flesh of fallen man, meeting the
definition of the antichrist:

uFor many deceivers are entered into
the world, who confess not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a
deceiver and an antichrist." 2 John 7

Our pioneers regarded those who
denied that Christ had come in the flesh and
nature of fallen man as not being entirely
out of Babylon. See The Word Was Made
Flesh, pages 130--131 and 203-204

Thus they based their doctrine firmly
upon the Scriptures, in contrast to the
writers of Questions Oil Doctrine, who
based their statement entirely on inter-
pretations which they placed on Ellen
White statements that in themselves do
not say that Christ came in the human
nature of the unfallen Adam.

Readers of this article may at this
point be wondering, What can we do
about this problem?

You can do far more than you may
realize. We are hereby seriously request-
ing that each of the 50,000 to 100,000
persons who read this article sit down as
soon as possible and write at least five
letters. One should be addressed to your
local Conference, one to your Union
conference, one to your Union's college

Bible department, one to the General
Conference, and don't forget your pastor.

In each letter you can express your
conviction that a clear, unequivocal state-
ment about the methodology used in the
bookQuestions on Doctrine is long over-
due, and that such a statement should
contain the names of those who wrote the
book, names that have too long been
unannounced, as well as the names of
those who allegedly approved of it.
Secrecy does nol create confidence.

You can express your conviction that
revival and reformation cannot be based
upon a fraudulent foundation. God does
not pour out His Holy Spirit upon false
doctrines, or upon those who hold them,
if they have the truth in their possession.

And you can express your conviction
that to engage in discussions of the Calvin-
istic doctrine that Christ came to this earth
in the human nature of the unfallen Adam,
without revealing the fraudulent founda-
tion upon which that doctrine is based in
Questions on Doctrine and other Adventist
literature, is less than candid and comes
dangerously close to deception.

We who are members of a church
that was called into existence to deal
with a problem of intellectual integrity
may be judged guilty of an equal or
greater offense if we do not make this
matter right. We are not called upon to
pass judgment on the motives of those
who prepared the erroneous statement in
Questions on Doctrine; but we are held
responsible for correcting the error, now
that it has become known. Then, and
only then, can we pray in confidence for
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and for
true revival and reformation.

This is our own particular problem
of intellectual integrity. Shall we set the
record straight and bring our teachings
and our lives into harmony with the
evidences of truth, or shall we say, as
others have said, "1 will cling to the
doctrine because it pleases me, regard-
less of its fraudulent foundation. I care'
not for intellectual integrity"?
Let us remember-
''The great work of redemption could

be carried out only by the Redeemer
taking the place of fallen Adam.... The
King of glory proposed to humble Him-
self to fallen humanity.... He would
take man's fallen nature." Review and
Herald, vol. 1, 140

May God be with us each one as we
try to uphold His truth, and give us
special help as we write our letters. 0



Sin, Christ, and Adventism

The Isslle of Sill

Although the series was designed to
consider the evidence regarding the
human natufe ofChrist, such evidence is
not really the determining factor in our
conclusions regarding the nature of
Christ. The real issue is the evidence
regarding what sin is, and that will deter-
mine our conclusions on the nature of
Christ. Gulley recognized this point
when he said that the two conflicting
views on the nature of Christ "spring
from two differing understandings of

To Sin,
or Not to Sin?

I.

I N January and February of 1990 read-ers of the Adventist Review were
asked to consider again the subject of
the human nature of Jesus Christ. In a
six-part series entitled "Model or Substi-
tutc/' Norman Gulley asked the ques-
tion, "Does it matter how we see Jesus?"
In concluding the first article in his
series Gulley stated, "Jesus is to
Seventh-day Adventist fundamental
beliefs what the hub is to spokes in a
wheel. You can perhaps get by with a
bent spoke or two, but when the hub is
off-center, the wheel is in jeopardy. That
is our doctrinal predicament today in the
church." Advelllisl Review, January 18,
1990. How well stated! A faully under-
standing of who Jesus is and what He
accomplished will skew one's under-
standing of righteousness by faith, the
gospel, and the very mission of the
church. We must indeed exert every
effort to be sure that the hub of our faith
is not off-center. When we are dealing
with the heart of our reason for being
Christians, we dare not evade the issues
or ignore potentially controversial ideas.

what constitutes sin." Adventist Review,
January 25, 1990

We must not underestimate the im-
portance of this issue. Our conclusion
regarding what constitutes sin will affect
not only what we believe about the nature
of Christ; but what we believe justifica-
tion and sanctification are designed to
accomplish, and whether or not perfec-
tion of character and sinless living are
legitimate possibilities or fanatical fanta-
sies. Richard Thylor recognized this point
many years ago in his book, A Right
Conception ofSin . "The question of sin is
so basically related to the nature of God
and the plan of redemption, it is the one
doctrine by which all others can be re-
duced to their simplest significance.
Furthermore, it forms the surest and most
logical measuring stick by which the
accuracy of those doctrines can be de-
tected. The doctrines relating to sin form
the center around which we build our
entire theological system.... Many, per-
haps most, of the errors which have
protruded themselves into Christian the-
ology can be finally traced to a faully
conception of sin. Because someone's
notions of sin were a bit off-color, his
entire trend of reasoning was mis-
directed.... To reason from a false
premise is to start an endless chain of
false conclusions. Therefore we say that
one who does not have correct views of
sin is not apt to have correct views of any
other fundamental question. This will
especially be manifest in regard to his
theory of the atonement and God's
method of redeeming man.... And to
insist on correct views of sin is to make it
impossible to stray very far from essential
truth." (Beacon Hill Press, 1945), 9--11

Dennis Priebe

One of the reasons that this subject
has seemed so confusing is because of a
lack of simple definitions. Nothing seems
to be said about the difference between
the effects of sin and sin itself. Adam's
sin has had many effects on this planet.
Death reigns in the human, animal, and
plant kingdoms, suffering and pain fill
our days, nature reveals the dominance of
tooth and claw, and the earth itself is full
of the violence and tragedy of sin's curse.
Although the effects of sin are far-reach-
ing and ultimately lethal, no one ascribes
personal guilt or condemnation to the
effects of sin. No plant, animal, or human
is guilty because of being caught in the
deadly effects of sin.

On the other hand, the concept of sin
is associated with guilt, condemnation,
separation from God, judgment, and the
second death. Our focus, as we discuss
righteousness by faith or the nature of
Christ, must be on sin itself rather than the
effects of sin. Ultimately, God will re-
move all the effects of sin from His
universe; but our focus in studying the
biblical gospel must be to understand
what sin is, and how it can be forgiven and
cleansed right now. In the current debate
the issue is man's fallen nature. Is faUen
nature part of sin itself, or one of the
effects of sin? Our conclusions regarding
the nature of Christ will be determined by
the answer we give to this simple question.

Original Sin

We are indebted to Dr. Gulley for
stating his position clearly and succinctly.
After listing the three major definitions of
sin as act, relationship, and nature, he
asks, "Is it possible that sin includes all
three definitions? Might sinfulness (na-
ture, broken relationship) and sins (acts)
be considered as cause and effect?"
ventist Review, January 25, 1990. In other
words, the sin of having a fallen nature is
the primary sin, which leads inevitably to
the secondary sin of breaking the law.

Gulley further explains that this is
the Augustinian view of sin. In this view

Dentlis Priebe is a well·/arown Seventh-day
Adventist revivalist.
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The second half of the verse tells us that Christ
reversed that penalty for the same all men
condemned by Adam

a person is a sinner by nature at birth,
already under condemnation by God;
therefore he commits acts of sin inevi-
tably, for which he receives added con-
demnation. Perhaps the most pTecise ex-
planation of this view of sin was given
centuries ago by John Calvin in his
Institutes of the Christian Religion. "All
are originally depraved.... Guilt is
from nature.... Even infants bringing
theiT condemnation with them from theiT
motheT's womb suffeT ... for theiT own
defect. ... Men are born vicious.... We
aTe all sinners by nature." Book II, ehap-
teT 1, #5, G, 7, 8, 9, 10,27

One who believes that this is the
correct position must also believe that
sin is continuous from biTth to the grave.
Since we are born with fallen natures
and keep them afteT the new birth, OUT
primary sin is constantly a paTt of our
lives, even though we may choose not to
commit various acts of sin. Thus from
birth to death we aTe constantly sinning,
and we must have continuous forgive-
ness for our continuous guilt.
This undeTstanding of sin,which Gul-

ley admits was not part of early Adventist
theology, pTesents seveTal problems.
How does an infant receive personal
fOTgiveness fOT its peTsonal guill, when
theTe is not consciousness eitheT of guilt
or fOTgiveness? Who chooses for the
baby? After we Tise from the wateTS of
baptism we are just as much sinners as
we WeTe befoTe the new birth, because
our pTimary sin of nature has not been
Temoved by conversion. AfteT the close
of probation, when the censer of forgiv-
ing grace has been cast down, we are still
sinning by nature. Even though we may
choose to die rather than sin in act, we are
still just as guilly of the primary sin of
nature as we were when in open rebellion
against God, and we need continuous
forgiveness of that sin as much as ever.
How is this fOTgiving gTace supplied
when the work of mercy for sinners has
closed, and all must stand in God's sight
without a mediator, with no ongoing
intercession fOT sin? See Early Writings,
48,71; The Great Controver;y, G14; The
Story ofRedemption, 403

AccoTding to this Calvinistic view of
sin there is, obviously, no possibility of
sinless living as long as we keep these
faUen, sinning natuTes, despite the in-
spired testimony that we can "live lives
of sinlessness." Review andHerald, vol.
4,395; see also In Heavenly Places, 146.
The Augustinian view of sin may have a
rich tradition in ChTistian history, but it
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is impossible to blend this view with the
Adventist understanding of the great
controversy.

The pTimary scriptural evidence
GuUey provides for his thesis is the
compaTison between Adam and the
human race in Romans 5. Based on this
comparison, he states, "This state of sin,
or sinful nature, is itself in need of
salvation long befoTe the first conscious
act of sin.... Those wanting to confine
sin and death to peTsonal sinning ap-
parently overlook this comparison." Ad-

ventistReview, January 25, 1990. This is
a strange conclusion, since a straightfor-
ward reading of the text leads to exactly
the opposite conclusion.

The clearest summary of the entire
chapter is verse 18. "TheTefore as by the
offence of one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the
Tighteousness of one the free gift came
upon aU men unto justification of life."
GuUey insists that we undeTstand the
paraUelism in this passage. In fact, he has
oveTlooked the most obvious parallel.
Because of Adam's sin, all men were
truly condemned. Because of his rebel-
lion, Adam was subject to immediate
annihilation (the second death), and the
entire human race was thereby subject to
the same condemnation and annihilation.
But the second half of the verse teUs us
that ChTist Teversed that penally fOT the
same all men condemned by Adam. In
other words, the corporate condemnation
brought by Adam is cancelled by the
corporate justification brought by Christ.
Because ofHis atoning death, all men have
been fTeed from Adam's condemnation.

Inspiration tells us that Christ's
death "restored the whole race of men to
favoT with God." Selected Messages,
book I, 343. E. J. WaggoneT commented
on this verse nearly a hundred years ago.
"As the condemnation came upon all, so
the justification comes upon all ... the
free gift comes upon all." Signs of the
Times, MaTch 12, 1896

This straight forward undeTstanding
of Romans 5 completely destroys the
false concept of oTiginal sin which has
misled Christians for most of the ChTis-
tian centuries. This chapteT says abso-
lutely nothing about being sinners by
nature. In fact, it says that we have been
fTeed fTom whateveT condemnation
Adam brought into the wOTld. Because
Christ is the true head of the race,
although we are born with all the effects
of sin in and upon us, we are not born
eitheT guilty OT condemned.

Gulley believes that the c1eaTest sup-
pOTt fOT original sin in the Old Thstament
is found in Psalm 51:5. Once again, the
text says nothing about being sinners by
nature. 10 be "shapen in iniquity," and
conceived "in sin" tells us only about the
effects of Adam's sin upon the Tace. It
says nothing about what constitutes sin
and peTsonal guilt. Because of Adam's
sin we are aU born in a sinful environ·
ment with a sinful nature, but we must
have much clearer evidence to prove
that sinful nature constitutes sin.

One of GuUey's most misleading
arguments goes like this: "If a baby dies
a few hours or days afteT birth, it is still
subject to the second death-the con-
demnation death-even though it has
neveT bToken any commandment. If this
were not so, then babies who died would
not need a Saviour." Adventist Review,
JanuaTy 25, 1990

Romans 5 completely destroys his
premise that a baby is subject to the
second death. To say that aU babies need
a Saviour has become one of the most
misleading cliches in current thinking on
Tighteousness by faith. Because of the
atonement, the entire race has been freed
fTom automatic condemnation fOT
Adam's sin. Now, we have to live with
the ongoing effects of sin until they are
finally removed by the recreative aspect
of the atonement at the Second Coming
and the end of the millennium. All of
this has indeed been accomplished by



the atonement provided through Christ.
But the common understanding of
"needing a Saviour" carries with it im-
plications of personal forgivcness from
personal guilt. Yes, a baby needs a
Saviour, a suffering planet needs a
Saviour, blind mcn and lame men need a
Saviour, but not in the scnse of personal
forgiveness for personal sin and guilt.
Once again, we are confusing the effects
of sin and sin itself.

As stated earlicr in this article, the key
issue is whether fallen nature is one of the
effects of sin or is sin itself. Let us ask this
question in light of some of the clearest
texIS in the Bible on the subject of sin.
1 John 3:4 tells us that "sin is the trans-
gression of the law," and it ties this to
"whosoever committcth sin." The entire
context deals with our choice to sin or not
to sin. Nothing is said or implied about an
ongoing, inevitable state of sin preceding
our actual transgression of the law.

Eight different times Ellen White
says something very similar to the fol-
lowing statement. I'The only definition
for sin that we have in the Bible is that it
is the transgression of the law." Signs of
the Times, vol. 2, 363; see also Selected
Messages, book 1, 320; The Sevelll!l-day
AdvClllislBible Commemary, vol. 7, 951;
The Creat COlllroversy, 493; et al. If
1 John 3:4 is really the clearest biblical
definition of sin available to us, then why
are we searching so desperately for more
obscure passages needing a healthy dose
of reinterpretation to support a different
definition of sin? Is it because we have
accepted an unbiblical definition for sin
from major thinkers such as Augustine,
and now we are trying to justify this
unsound belief, using unclear texts which
have nothing to do with defining sin? Is
not this similar to the practice of some
who try to support the immortality of the
soul and Sunday sacredness from scat-
tered texts which must be forced by
reinterpretation to say what they do not
really mean?

Romans 14:23 says that "whatsoever
is nol of faith is sin." Once again, the
context speaks of doubt and faith, both
clearly within the domain of conscious
decision-making. James 4:17 tells us that
"to him that knoweth to do good, and
doeth it not, to him it is sm." Here sin is
restricted to knowledge and choice. The
clearest texts describing sin say nothing of
[aUen nature being an inevitable, ongoing
state of sin which overrides our choice to
sin or not to sm. 10 say that sin is nature is
to say that we are sinning even when we

are choosing not to sin. Could it be that
this understanding of sin as something
inevitable and ongoing has greatly dulled
our sensitivity to real sin (transgression of
God's law), so that now we have come to
accept specific transgressions as simply
expressions of the greater sin of having a
faUeo nature? In other words, we have
come to accept sinning as a normal part of
life and even Christian life.

Some want to define sin as a broken
relationship or separation from God.
Isaiah 59:2 describes the relationship
between sin and separation. "But your
iniquities have separated between you
and your God." It is sin that separates us
from God, that breaks our relationship
with Him, rather than the other way
around. Ellen White tells us that when
Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit,
this "was the transgression of God's
immutable and holy law, and it sepa-
rated man from God." Steps to Christ,
33. Yes, sin is indeed a state, but it
follows the decision to sin against God,
and it continues as long as the heart
remains unrepentant. As long as we
remain in a state of sin, no forgiveness
is possible, and we are lost. The state of
sin is not an acceptable and necessary
condition for the Christian, despite
what we are currently being taught.

Those who want to prove that fallen
nature is sin itself, rather than an effect
of sin, have simply not proved their case.
Being born into this world means
several things. It means that we are
subject to hunger and thirst, weariness
and pain, suffering and death. It means
that the planet we live on may try to
destroy us. It means being born by sinful
parents, receiving a sinful nature, and
living in a sinful environment. But it
does not mean being born guilty of sin or
condemned because of depravity. Al-
though we receive all of the effects of
sin, including a fallen nature, we are not
guilty of sin. The effects of sin must be
separated from sin itself.

Because we are born with fallen
natures in a fallen world, we are
rally predisposed to commit acts of sin.
The act of sin occurs, not when the deed
is done, but when the decision is made
by the mind to harbor thoughts or moti-
vations which are contrary to God's will.
The decision to sin, unless repented of,
leads inevitably to a state of sin, which is
separation and estrangement from God.
The state of sin leads to increasing rebel-
lion and darkness until it is night in the
soul.

Original Sin and Adventism

Near the end of his article (Adventist
Review, January 25, 1990) Norman Gul-
ley quotes several statements from Ellen
White to show that human nature was
corrupted because of Adam's sin, and he
concludes that every man is born a sinner
and separated from God. All these state-
ments prove is that every man is born
with the effects of Adam's sin deep
within his nature. The conclusion that
man is a sinner by nature comes, not from
the Bible or from Adventism, but straight
from Babylon. Its roots reach back to
Augustine in the Roman Catholic
Church, and it has been transmitted to
mainline Protestantism through the writ-
ings of Luther and Calvin. Today Evan-
gelical Protestants champion this view of
sin, and they have been quite eager to see
this view become part of Adventism. It is
mind-boggling to realize how successful
their aHempts have been. The Evangeli-
cal view of sin is accepted within the
highest levels of Adventist scholarship
today and has even penetrated into
various levels of Conference leadership.
Many pastors and laymen have accepted
its validity, and the result is a deepening
crisis in Adventist theology.

The Evangelical position on sin
makes it impossible to accept the long-
standing Adventist position that Christ
took our very nature of sin, triumphing
over sin in that dangerous nature, and
pointing the way for every human
being caught in sin's deadly effects to
escape by God's forgiving and trans-
forming grace. Adventism has long
believed that Christ could be both our
Substitute and our Example in this
simple way. Now, because of the Evan-
gelical position on sin, we are being
told that Christ could not be our Substi-
tute if He really took our fallen nature
from birth. Instead of a simple and
straightforward gospel, we arc now
forced to devise rather complicated
devices to allow Christ to take part of
human heredity while being exempted
from certain hereditary traits.

This new-to-Adventism view of sin
also makes it impossible to make signif-
icant statements about the possibility of
overcoming sin totally before the close
of probation. Once again, clarity and
simplicity have been sacrificed for the
sake of compromise with
belief systems. We are searching for
theological acceptance, but isn't the
price far too high? 0
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Sin, Christ, and Adventism

ll. In Every Way
But One

I N the previous article we noted that
Norman Gulley will allow Jesus, in

His humanity, to be like us in every way
except sin. Because he defines sin as
fallen nature, he must insist that Christ
did not take our fallen nature, or at least
those aspects of our fallen nature which
constitute sin. This leads to some very
interesting ideas, as he expressed them
in his articles in theAdvelJ/ist Review.

Immaculate (Miraculous) Conception

Norman Gulley believes that Jesus
took both a fallen and an unfallen nature.
"It was fallen in being deprived like
ours, but unfallen in not being deptaved
like ours." Advelllist Review, April 26,
1990. Now, since the normal laws of
heredity do not allow for the inheritance
of "deprived" characteristics without
also inheriting "depraved" character-
istics, GUlley has come up with a solu-
tion to this problem. He does not favor
the solution devised by Catholicism,
known as the Immaculate Conception.
<lRathcr than this immaculate concep-
tion, it is the miraculous conception that
is designated by Scripture." Adventist
Review, January 25, 1990. In other
words, Mary's genetic deficiencies were
altered by the Holy Spirit so that she
would pass on a totally unique heredity
to Christ, completely unlike the heredity
we receive from our parents.

This sounds like a reasonable ex-
planation of a difficult problem. The
question we must ask is, Is it in harmony
with Inspiration? Paul says in Romans
1:3, "Concerning His Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, which was made of the seed of
David according to the flesh." Gulley's
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solution is that Christ was made partially,
but not completely, of the seed of David.
The clearest statement on the subject in
the Spirit of Prophecy is in The Desire of
Ages, 49. "Like every child of Adam He
accepted the results of the working of the
great law of heredity. What these results
were is shown in the history of His
earthly ancestors. He came with such a
heredity." Is there even a hint here that
Jesus' heredity was similar to, but not
exactly like other men? Ellen White
emphatically states just the opposite, that
His heredity was just the same as His
ancestors. One of Christ's ancestors was
Seth, and Ellen White says of Seth,
"Seth, like Cain, inherited the fallen na-
ture of his parents." Patriarchs and
Prophets, 80. Whatever Seth received
through heredity, Jesus received through
heredity. This is the only possible conclu-
sion that can be reached from these
passages, and it is due only to a precon-
ceived assumption about the nature of sin
that these statements are not accepted at
face value.

Harry Johnson, in his book The
Humanity of the Saviour, says it most
simply and pointedly, "There is no
dence to suggest that the chain of hered-
ity was broken between Mary and
Jesus." (London: The Epworth Press,
1962), 44. This is the crucial point.
Gulley asserts that the chain of heredity
was partially broken. Where is the evi-
dence for this, outside of a theological
assumption?

One of the reasons that the doctrine
of the immaculate conception was
developed in the Catholic Church was to
protect Jesus from any taint of sin. If
Mary did not have a fallen nature, then

Dennis Priebe

of course Jesus could not inherit a fallen
nature from her. Protestants rejected the
doctrine of the immaculate conception
on the basis that it was not found in
Scripture, but was based on a theological
assumption about the nature of sin. But
Protestants had the same problem to
solve as Catholics. Bccause they shared
the view that the fallen nature is sin,
Protestants also had to protect Jesus
from any taint of sin. They did this in the
way that Gulley suggests, that Mary's
fallen nature was only partially passed
on to Jesus. In the womb of Marya
special miracle was performed, so that
no sinful tendencies or drives would be
passed from Mary to Jesus. Gulley calls
this the "miraculous conception."
The real question is, Are we going to

accept the simple, straightforward state-
ments of Inspiration or the involved
theological reasoning we have just sur-
veyed? We as a church profess to re-
pudiate the doctrine of the immaculate
conception, but at the most critical point
we fall back on its explanation for Jesus'
birth. While we reject Mary's sinless-
ness, and we reject the teaching that
Mary passed nothing on to Jesus through
heredity, we eagerly accept a partial
blockage of the hereditary line when it
comes to desires and tendencies. This is
simply a modified and more subtle ver-
sion of the Immaculate Conception.
Gulley's "miraculous conception" is re-
ally a direct descendant in the theologi-
cal line of the Immaculate Conception.

Gulley's reasoning here leads to a
very strange idea just a few sentences
later. "He must be one with us in nature,
but not one with us in sin (nature or
acts)." Adventist Review, January 25,
1990. This comes out saying that Christ
must be one with us in nature but not one .
with us in nature or acts. Strange reason-
ing, indeed!

How Was Jesus Templed?

Gulley asserts that there was nothing
sinful within Jesus to respond to Satan's
temptations. He says that Jesus could only
be tempted to use His sinless passions and
drives in an unlawful way. "Nowhere do



If we had to bear anything which Jesus did not
endure, then upon this point Satan would
represent the power of God as insufficient for us.
He endured every trial to which we are subject

inspired sources speak of Satan appealing
to some fallen inclination within Jesus, for
He was sinless by nature." Adventist Re-
view, February 1, 1990

Let us look at a few inspired sources:
"The victory gained was designed,

not only to set an example to those who
have fallen under the power of appetite,
but to qualify the Redeemer for His
special work of reaching to the very
depths of human woe. By experiencing
in Himself the strength of Satan's temp-
tation, and of human sufferings and in-
firmities, He would know how to succor
those who should put forth efforts to
help themselves." Review and Herald,
vol. 1, 160

Now just where docs the strength of
Satan's temptations reside? Inspiration
tells us that "his [the Christian's]
strongest temptations will come from
within; for he must battle against the
inclinations of the natural heart.n Bible
Echo, December 1, 1892
If our strongest temptations come

from our battle against the inclinations
of the natural heart, and if Christ ex-
perienced within Himself the strength of
Satan's temptations, then obviously
those inclinations were within Christ
also. "If we had to bear anything which
Jesus did not endure, then upon this
point Satan would represent the power
of God as insufficient for us.... He
endured every trial to which we are
subject." The Desire of Ages, 24. Our
trials are clearly daily trials, from the
cradle to the grave, and if Jesus had been
exempted from these daily, inward tri-
als, Satan would declare the insuffi-
ciency of the power ofGod on that point.

Because of his presuppositions about
the nature of sin, Gulley has a very
interesting theory regarding Jesus'
temptations. uBecause His humanity
was sinless, Jesus could not experience
the inner sinful urgings of sinful
humans. But it was necessary that He, as
our Example, experience an equivalency
in intensity while remaining a sinless
human.... But through a 40-day inten-
sification, His gnawing hunger became
equivalent to the worst sinful drives ever
experienced by humans.... The human
became so emaciated and stressed oUl,
through a nearly six-week fast, that His
consuming passion to eat became equiv-
alent to sinful passions of men." Advent-
ist February 1, 1990
This theory, that the sinless nature of

Jesus was augmented supernaturally
during the forty-day fast, that His sinless

passions were intensified until they were
as strong as the passions of the worst
sinner, is just that-a theory unsupported
by any evidence from the Bible or Spirit
of Prophecy. It is difficult to know how to
respond to this theory, since it is so bereft
of inspired statements to support it, and it
lies in the realm of speculation and sup-
position. 10 suggest that gnawing hunger
can be intensified so that it can somehow
be equivalent to our tendencies to selfish-
ness, pride, jealousy, anger, despair, et
cetera; and to imply that Christ's victory
over hunger teaches us how to deal with
our sinful tendencies, is surely reaching
to the limit to concoct a theory, unsup-
ported by any evidence, in order to main-
tain a cherished presupposition. The evi-
dence is far more persuasive for another
point of view. Rather than Jesus' sinless
appetite being intensified to be like our
sinful appetites, Jesus was bringing His
inherited sinful appetite under the abso-
lute control of the Spirit during the fast so
that forever after He and fallen man could
have total victory over sinful appetite.

In his footnotes Norman Gulley
gives credit to Steve Wallace for
developing the "insight" about Christ's
temptations. It should be noted here that
the viewpoints expressed by Gulley and
Wallace on the nature of sin and the
nature of Christ are remarkably similar,
so much so that there is no important
difference between their viewpoints.

Likeness

Gulley believes that Jesus being made
"in the likeness of sinful flesh" in Romans
8:3 should be compared to the brazen
serpent Moses lifted up in the wilderness.
"Just as the brazen serpent only looked
like a serpent, so the sinless Jesus only
took the 'likeness of sinful flesh.' " Ad-
vemisr Review, February 8, 1990

It is of some importance that the
same word, in exactly the same form in
Greek, is used in Philippians 2:7 in the

phrase, "in the likeness of men." Would
Gulley want to say that Jesus only
looked like a man, but He wasn't a real
human being? It would seem far more
logical and contextual to interpret Ro-
mans 8:3 by the parallel expression in
Philippians 2:7, rather than reaching to a
completely different scriptural author
and context for an explanation. "Like-
ness" simply docs not mean "unlike-
ness," no matter how much our presup-
positions would like it to be so.

Perfect Obedience?

The theological rubber hits the
practical road at the point where all of
this is applied to our personal ex-
perience. Can the born-again Christian,
with Christ dwelling within, perfectly
obey the law of God? Can a justified
and sanctified Christian live without
sinning? Gulley's answer to these
questions is clearly, Not before glorifi-
cation. "Sinless in nature, sinless in
life-both were demanded by the law."
Advelllist Review, February 8, 1990.
Since we can never be sinless in na-
ture, then it follows that we cannot
perfectly obey the law. "Clearly man is
still corrupt, in spite of Christ's life and
death. And this corruption in nature
continues until the Second Advent."
Adventist Review, February 15, 1990

Notice that, to Gulley, man is corrupt
because of having a corrupt nature. In

spite of victory over temptation, reflect·
ing Christ's image, and being willing to
die rather than commit a wrong act, the
whole man is still corrupt and sinning
and guilty, needing "substitutionary in-
tercession" all the way to the Second
Coming. "Christians never obey as did
the perfect Adam.... Even our best
works of obedience and worship arc
tainted by our corruption.... This is
because of the carnal nature, which
taints even our best works." Advelllis/
Review, February 15, 1990
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Christ came to this earth and lived a life of
perfect obedience, that men and women,
through His grace, might also live lives of
perfect obedience

Gulley believes that if Christ had
possessed a sinful nature, He could not
have perfectly obeyed the law. The
only way He could have a perfect char-
acter to kcep a perfect law was by His
taking a perfectly sinless nature. Thus
perfect obcdience is tied tightly to per-
fect nature. No one with a sinful nature
can perfectly obey the law or be sin-
less.

Is this Seventh-day Adventist right-
eousness by faith? Let us check the
words of Inspiration:

"We are to place our will on the side
of the Lord's will, and firmly determine
that by His grace we will be free from
sin." Review GndHerald, vol. 3, 70

"Th everyone who surrenders fully 10
God is given the privilege of living
without sin." Ibid., vol. 5, 277

Please remember that all these state-
ments describe those who have no
choice but to live in a sinful nature until
the Second Coming.
"He [Christ] showed that it is

possible for man perfectly to obey the
law." The Failh I Live By, 114

"Christ took humanity ... that He
might show men and women that they
could live without sin." The Upward
Look, 303

"Christ came to this earth and lived a
life of perfect obedience, that men and
women, through His grace, might also
live lives of perfect obedience." Review
and Herald, vol. 5, 222

"Christ died to make it possible for
you to cease to sin." Ibid., vol. 3, 181

"Those who are truly sanctified by a
knowledge of God will render perfect
obedience to God's requirements." Ibid.,
vol. 4, 331

"By obedience to the law of God He
testified to all its immutable Character,
while at the same time proving that its
precepts could be perfectly obeyed
through His grace by every son and
daughter of Adam." Signs of the Times,
vol. 3, 190
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Clearly Inspiration teaches that fall-
en men and women can perfcctly obey
the law. There is no hint of the necessity
of a sinless nature before perfect obe-
dience is possible.

Norman Gulley places great empha-
sis on Ellen White's statement that OUT
"religious services" are so defiled by
"passing through the corrupt channels of
humanity" that they cannot be of value
with God "unless purified by blood."
The Sevemh-day Advemist Bible Com-
memary, vol. 6, 1078. Could it be that
the assumption that the corrupt channel
is fallen nature is not valid? Ellen White
says that "Christ took our nature, fallen
but not corrupted, and would not be
corrupted unless He received the words
of Satan in the place of the words of
God." Manuscript Release 1211, 3-4.
Could corruption be related to disobe-
dience rather than to hereditary equip-
ment? In other words, what corrupts our
fallen channels is chosen disloyalty.
Ellen White says that the true Christian
"is without a spot of guilt upon the
conscience, or a taint of corruption upon
the soul." rhe Adventist
Bible Commemary, vol. 7, 909. Even
though we must live constantly within
the restrictions of a fallen nature, we

may be free from even a taint of corrup-
tion. If the corrupt channels of our
humanity refer to o'ur corrupted chan-
nels rather than our fallen nature, then
her statement makes perfect sense.

Please reread the statements by Gul-
ley at the beginning of this section and
compare them carefully with the in-
spired statements. The discrepancy is so
obvious that further comment would be
redundant.

Our Sinless Substitute

Hebrews 2:14-15 tells us that
"through death" Jesus would "destroy
him that had the power of death" and
would "deliver them who through fear

of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage." Verse 17 tells us that the only
way Christ could do this was "to be
made like unto His brethren," not in
some things, but "in all things." Inspira-
tion further tells us, "The great work of
redemption could be carried out only by
the Redeemer taking the place of fallen
Adam." Review andHerald, vol. 1, 140.
It could not be accomplished if Christ
took unfallen Adam's place, or if He
took no one's place (partially like Adam
and partially like us). Th be our sinless
Substitute, He had to overcome the lia-
bilities of our fallen nature. What had
become an irresistible force to man,
Christ must make a conquered power.
Even though this statement from the The
Sevemh-day Advemisl Bible
tary is not inspired, it shows a deep
understanding of Christ's redemptive
act. "Christ met, overcame, and
demned sin in the sphere in which it had
previously exercised its dominion and
mastery. The flesh, the scene of sin's
former triumphs, now became the scene
of its defeat and expUlsion." Vol. 6, 562

The issue of the Incarnation was,
Could God really overcome sin in
Satan's ultimate stronghold, the fallen
human heart? If human weaknesses and
tendencies and desires could be subject to
God's law, then Satan would lose his
greatest battle, and the great controversy
would be truly decided. But if God were
to exempt His Son from somc human
tendencies, then would the great con-
troversy be any closer to its conclusion
than when Satan was expelled from
heaven?

When Jcsus prevailed, a loud voice
was heard in heaven proclaiming, "Now
is come Salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the powcr of
His Christ: for the accuser of our
brethren is cast down." Revelation
12:10. Do we really want to rob Jesus of
His great victory under the guise of
making Him our 4'sinless Substitute"?
Will we continue to deny Him the full
salvation that He wrought, not only over
acts of sin, but ovcr fallen, weak, sinful
human nature, in which Satan thought he
reigned supreme since the fall of Adam?
Let us allow Christ to be truly our sinless
Substitute as well as our holy Example.
Let us be very careful to keep the hub of
our faith in dead center, or we will be in
jeopardy of losing everything that Ad-
ventism stands for. Only the real Christ,
providing a real atonement, can lead His
church through to final victory. 0



Faith and Works
SAID the apostle Paul, "Know ye not

that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God? ... And such were
some of you: but ye are washed, but ye
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit
of our God." 1 Corinthians 6:9, 11. The
absence of devotion, piety, and sanctifi-
calion of the outer man comes through
denying Jesus Christ our righteousness.
The love of God needs 10 be constantly
cultivatcd....

While one class pervert the doctrine
of justification by failh and neglecl to
comply wilh the conditions laid down in
the Word of God-"ffye love Me, keep
My commandmcnts"-thcre is fully as

greal an error on the part of those who
claim to believe and obey the command-
ments of God bul who place themselves
in opposition 10 the precious rays of
light-new to them-reflected from Ihe
cross of Calvary. The first class do not
see the wondrous things in the law of
God for all who arc doers of His Word.
The others cavil over trivialities and
neglectlhe weightier matters, mercy and
the love of God.

Many have losl very much in that
they have nol opened the eyes of their
understanding to discern the wondrous
things in the law of God. On the one
hand, religionists generally have
divorced the law and the gospel, while

IEllen G. White I

we have, on the other hand, almost done
the same from another standpoint. We
have not held up before the people Ihe
righteousness of Christ and the full sig-
nificance ofHis great plan of redemption.
We have left out Christ and His matchless
love, brought in theories and reasonings,
and preached argumentative discourses.

Unconverted men have stood in the
pUlpits sermonizing. Their own hearts
have never experienced, through a living,
clinging, trusting faith, the sweet evi-
dence of the forgiveness of their sins.
How, then, can they preach the love, the
sympathy, the forgiveness of God for all
sins? How can they say, "Look and live"?
Looking at the cross of Calvary, you will
have a desire to bear the cross. A world's
Redeemer hung upon the cross of Cal-
vary. Behold the Saviour of Ihe world, in
whom dwelt all the fullness of Ihe God-
head bodily. Can any look and behold the
sacrifice of God's dear Son, and their
hearts nol be melted and broken, ready to
surrender to God heart and soul?

LeI this point be fully settled in
every mind: If we accept Christ as a
Redeemer, we must accept Him as a
Ruler. We cannol have the assurance and
perfect confiding trust in Christ as our
Saviour until we acknOWledge Him as
our King and are obedient to His com-
mandments. Thus we evidence our alle-
giance to God. We have then the genuine
ring in our faith, for it is aworking faith.
It works by love. Speak it from your
heart: "Lord, I believe Thou hast died to
redeem my soul. If Thou hast placed
such a value upon the soul as to give Thy
life for mine, I will respond. I give my
life and all its possibilities, in all my
weakness, into Thy keeping."
The will must be brought into

complete harmony with the will of God.
When this is done, no ray of light that
shines into the hean and chambers of the
mind will be resisted. The soul will nol
be barricaded wilh prejudice, calling
light darkness and darkness light. The
light from Heaven is welcomed, as light
filling all the chambers of the soul. This
is making melody to God.

Beliefand Unbelief

How much do we believe from the
heart? Draw nigh to God, and God will
draw nigh to you. This means to be
much wilh the Lord in prayer. When
those who have educated themselves in
skepticism and have cherished unbelief,
weaving questioning doubts into their
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We need to be enlightened on this point, and
the ministers need to be educated to dwell
more particularly upon the subjects which
explain true conversion

experience, are under conviction of the
Spirit of God, they see it to be their
personal duty to confess their unbelief.
They open their hearts to accept the light
sent them and throw themselves by faith
over the line from sin to righteousness,
from doubt 10 faith. They consecrate
themselves unreservcdly to God, to fol-
low His light in the place of the sparks of
thcir own kindling. As they maintain
their consecration, they will see in-
creased light, and the light will continue
to grow brighter and brighter unto the
perfect day.

The unbelief which is cherished in
the soul has a bewitching power. The
seeds of doubt that they have been
sowing will produce their harvest, but
they must continue to dig up every root
of unbelief. When these poisonous
plants are pulled up, they cease to grow
for want of nourishment in word and
action. The soul must have the precious
plants of faith and love put in the soil of
the heart and enthroned there.

Confused Ideas of Salvation

Can we not undcrstand that the most
costly thing in the world is sill? It is at
the expense of purity of conscience, at
the cost of losing the favor of God and
scparating the soul from Him, and at last
losing heaven. The sin of grieving the
Holy Spirit of God and walking contrary
to Him has cost many a one the loss of
his soul.

Who can measure the responsibilities
of the innuence of every human agent
whom our Redeemer has purchased at the
sacrifice of His own life? What a scene
will be presented when the judgment
shall sit and the books shall be opened to
testify the salvation or the loss of all
souls! It will require the unerring deci-
sion of One who has lived in humanity,
loved humanity, given His life for
humanity, to make the final appropriation
of the rewards to the loyal righteous, and
the punishment of the disobedient, the
disloyal, and unrighteous. The Son of
God is entrusted with the complete meas-
urement of every individual's action and
responsibility. To those who have been
partakers of other men's sins and have
acted against God's decision, it will be a
most awfully solemn scene.
The danger has been presented to me

again and again of entertaining, as a
people, false ideas of justification by
faith. I havc been shown for years that
Satan would work in a special manner to
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confuse the mind on this point. The law
of God has been largely dwelt upon and
has been presented to congregations,
almost as destitute of the knowledge of
Jesus Christ and His relation to the law
as was the offering of Cain. I have been
shown that many have been kept from
the faith because of the mixed, confused
ideas of salvation, because the ministers
have worked in awrong manner to reach
hearts. The point that has been urged
upon my mind for years is the imputed
righteousness of Christ. I have wondered
that this matter was not made the subject
of discourses in our churches throughout

the land, when the matter has been kept
so constantly urged upon me, and I have
made it the subject of nearly every dis-
course and talk that I have given to the
people.

In examining my writings fifteen and
twenty years old [I find that they1pre-
sent the matter in this same light-that
those who enter upon the solemn, sacred
work of the ministry should first be
given a preparation in lessons upon the
teachings of Christ and the apostles in
living principles of practical godliness.
They are to be educated in regard to
what constitutes earnest, living faith.

Through Faith Alone

Many young men are sent forth to
labor who do not understand the plan of
salvation and what true conversion is; in
fact, they need to be converted. We need
to be enlightened on this point, and the
ministers need to be educated to dwell
more particularly upon the SUbjects which
explain true conversion. All who are bap-
tized are to give evidence that they have
been converted. There is not a point that
needs to be dwelt upon more earnestly,
repeated more frequently, or established
more firmly in the minds of all than the
impossibility of fallen man meriting any-
thing by his own best good works. Salva-
tion is through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

When this question is investigated,
we are pained to the heart to see how
trivial are the remarks of those who ought
to understand the mystery of godliness.
They speak so unguardedly of the true
ideas of our brethren who profess to
believe the truth and teach the truth. They
come far short of the real facts as they
have been laid open before me. The
enemy has so entangled their minds in the
mist and fog of earthliness and it seems
so ingrained into their understanding that
it has become a part of their faith and
character. It is only a new conversion that
can change them and cause them 10 give

up these false ideas--for this is just what
they are shown to me to be. They ding to
them as a drowning man dings to a life
preserver, to keep them from sinking and
making shipwreck of faith.

Christ has given me words to speak:
"Ye must be born again, else you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven."
Therefore all who have the right under-
standing of this matter should put away
their controversial spirit and seek the
Lord with all their hearts. Then they will
find Christ and can give distinctive char-
acter to their religious experience. They
should keep this matter-the simplicity
of true godliness-distinctly before the
people in every discourse. This will
come home to the heart of every hunger-
ing, thirsting soul who is longing to
come into the assurance of hope and
faith and perfect trust in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let the subject be made distinct and
plain that it is not possible to effect
anything in our standing before God or
in the gift of God to us through creature
merit. Should faith and works purchase
the gift of salvation for anyone, then the
Creator is under obligation to the crea-
ture. Here is an opportunity for false-
hood to be acceptcd as truth. If any man
can merit salvation by anything he may
do, thcn he is in the same position as thc
Catholic to do penance for his sins.



All this controversy is ended, as soon as the
matter is settled that the merits of fallen man in
his good works can never procure eternal life
for him

Salvation, then, is panly of debt, that
may be earned as wages. If man cannot,
by any of his good works, merit salva-
tion, then it must be wholly of grace,
received by man as a sinner because he
receives and believes in Jesus. It is
wholly a free gift. Justification by faith
is placed beyond controversy. And all
this controversy is ended, as soon as the
matler is setlled that the merits of fallen
man in his good works can never pro-
cure eternal life for him.

Wholly of Grace

The light given me ofGod places this
important subject above any question in
my mind. Justification is wholly of grace
and not procured by any works that fallen
man can do. The matler has been pre-
sented before me in clear lines that if the
rich man has money and possessions, and
he makes an offering of the same to the
Lord, false ideas come in to spoil the
offering by the thought he has merited the
favor of God, that the Lord is under
obligation to him to regard him with
special favor because of this gift.

There has been too Iitlle educating in
clear lines upon this point. The Lord has
lent man His own goods in trust-means
which He requires be handed back to
Him when His providence signifies and
the upbuiJding of His cause demands it.
The Lord gave the intellect. He gave the
health and the ability to gather earthly
gain. He created the things of earth. He
manifests His divine power to develop
all its riches. They are His fruits from

His own husbandry. He gave the sun, the
clouds, the showers of rain, to cause
vegetation to flourish. As God's em-
ployed servants you gathered in His
harvest to use what your wants required
in an economical way and hold the
balance for the call of God. You can say
with David, "For all things come of
Thee, and of Thine own have we given
Thee." 1 Chronicles 29:14. So the satis-

faction of creature merit cannot be in
returning to the Lord His own, for it was
always His own property to be used as
He in His providence should direct.

God's Favor Forfeited

By rebellion and apostasy man for-
feited the favor of God; not his rights,
for he could have no value except as it
was invested in God's dear Son. This
point must be understood. He forfeited
those privileges which God in His mercy
presented him as a free gift, a treasure in
trust to be used to advance His cause and
His glory, to benefit the beings He had
made. The moment the workmanship of
God refused obedience to the laws of
God's kingdom, that moment he became
disloyal to the government of God, and
he made himself entirely unworthy of all
the blessings wherewith God had
favored him.

This was the position of the human
race after man divorced himself from
God by transgression. Then he was no
longer entitled to a breath of air, a ray of
sunshine, or a particle of food. And the
reason why man was not annihilated was
because God so loved him that He made
the gift of His dear Son that He should
suffer the penalty of his transgression.
Christ proposed to become man's surety
and substitute, that man, through match-
less grace, should have another trial-a
second probation-having the ex-
perience of Adam and Eve as a warning
not to transgress God's law as they did.
And inasmuch as man enjoys the bless-

ings of God in the gift of the sunshine
and the gift of food, there must be on the
part of man a bowing before God in
thankful acknowledgment that all things
come ofGod. Whatever is rendered back
to Him is only His own who has given it.

Man broke God's law, and through
the Redeemer new and fresh promises
were made on a different basis. All bless-
ings must come through aMediator. Now

every member of the human family is
given wholly into the hands of Christ,
and whatever we possess--whether it is
the gift of money, of houses, of lands, of
reasoning powers, of physical strength,
of intellcctual talents-in this present
life, and the blessings of the future life,
are placed in OUT possession as God's
treasures to be faithfully expended for the
benefit of man. Every gift is stamped
with the cross and bears the image and
superscription of Jesus Christ. All things
come of God. From the smallest benefits
up to the largest blessing, all flow
through the one Channel-a superhuman
mediation sprinkled with the blood that is
of value beyond estimate because it was
the life ofGod in His Son.

Now not a soul can give God any-
thing that is not already His. Bear this in
mind: "All things come of Thee, and of
Thine own have we given Thee."
1 Chronicles 29:14. This must be kept
before the people wherever we go-that
we possess nothing, can offer nothing in
value, in work, in faith, which we have
not first received of God and upon which
He can lay His hand any time and say,
TIley are Mine-gifts and blessings and
endowments I entrusted to you, not to
enrich yourself, but for wise improve-
ment to benefit the world.

Allis of God

The creation belongs to God. The
Lord could, by neglecting man, stop his
breath at once. All that he is and all that
he has pertains to God. The entire world
is God's. Man's houses, his personal
acquirements, whatever is valuable or
brilliant, is God's own endowment. It is
all His gift to be returned back to God in
helping to cultivate the heart of man.
The most splendid offerings may be laid
upon the altar of God, and men will
praise, exalt, and laud the giver because
of His liberality. In what? "All things
come of Thee, and of Thine own have
we given Thee." 1 Chronicles 29:14. No
work of man can merit for him the
pardoning love of God, but the love of
God pervading the soul will lead him to
do those things which were always re-
quired ofGod and that he should do with
pleasure. He has done only that which
duty ever required of him.

The angels of God in heaven that
have never fallen do His will continually.
In all that they do upon their busy errands
ofmercy to our world, shielding, guiding,
and guarding the workmanship of God
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Men are in the habit of glorifying men and
exalting men. It makes me shudder to see or
hear of it

for ages-both the just and the unjust-
they can truthfully say, "All is Thine. Of
Thine own do we give Thee." Would that
the human eye could catch glimpses of
the service of the angels! Would that the
imagination could grasp and dwell upon
the rich, the glorious service of the angels
of God and the connicts in which they
engage in behalf of men to protect, to
lead, to win, and to draw them from
Satan's snares. How different would be
the conduct, the religious sentiment!

Creature Merit

Discussions may be entered into by
mortals strenuously advocating creature
merit, and each man striving for the
supremacy, but they simply do not know
that all the time, in principle and eharae-
Icr, they arc misrepresenting the truth as
it is in Jesus. They are in a fog of
bewilderment. They need the divine love
of God which is represented by gold tried
in the fire; they need the white raiment of
Christ's pure character; and they need the
heavenly eyesalve that they might dis-
cern with astonishment the utter worth-
lessness of creature merit to earn the
wages of eternal life. There may be a
fervor of labor and an intense affection,
high and noble achievement of intellect,
a breadth of understanding, and the hum-
blest self-abasement, laid at the feet of
our Redeemer; but there is not one jot

more than the grace and talent flISt given
of God. There must be notrung less given
than duty prescribes, and there cannot be
one jot more given than they have first
received; and all must be laid upon the
fire of Christ's righteousness to cleanse it
from its earthly odor before it rises in a
cloud of fragrant incense to the great
Jehovah and is accepted as a sweet savor.

Jask, How can Ipresent this matter as
it is? The Lord Jesus imparts all the
powers, all the grace, all the penitence, all
the inClination, all the pardon of sins, in
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presenting His righteousness for man to
grasp by living faith-which is also the
gift of God. If you would gather together
everything that is good and holy and
noble and lovely in man and then present
the subject to the angels of God as acting
a part in the salvation of the human soul
or in merit, the proposition would be
rejected as treason. Standing in the pre-
sence of their Creator and looking upon
the unsurpassed glory which enshrouds
His person, they are looking upon the
Lamb of God given from the foundation
of the world to a life of humiliation, to be
rejected of sinful men, to be despised, to
be crucified. Who can measure the infin-
ity of the sacrifice!

Christ for our sakes became poor,
that we through His poverty might be
made rich. And any works that man can
render to God will be far less than
notrungness. My requests are made ac-
ceptable only because they are laid upon
Christ's righteousness. The idea of
doing anything to merit the grace of
pardon is fallacy from beginning to end.
"Lord, in my hand no price I bring,
simply to Thy cross I cling."

What Man Cannot Do

Man can achieve no praiseworthy
exploits that give him any glory. Men
are in the habit of glorifying men and
exalling men. It makes me shudder to

see or hear of it, for there have been
revealed to me nol a few cases where the
homelife and inner work of the hearts of
those very men are full of selfishness.
They arc corrupt, polluted, vile; and
notrung thal comes from all their doings
can elevate them with God, for aU that
they do is an abomination in His sight.
There can be no true conversion without
the giving up of sin, and the aggravating
character of sin is not discerned. With an
acuteness of perception never reached
by mortal sight, angels of God discern

that beings hampered with corrupting
influences, with unclean souls and
hands, are deciding their destiny for
eternity; and yet many have little sense
of what constitutes sin and the remedy.

We hear so many things preached in
regard to the conversion of the soul that
are not the truth. Men are educated to
trunk that if a man repents he shall be
pardoned, supposing that repentance is
the way, the door, into heaven; that there
is a certain assured value in repentance to
buy for rum forgiveness. Can man repent
of rumself? No more than he can pardon
himself. Tears, sighs, resolutions-all
these are but the proper exercise of the
facullies God has given to man, and the
turning from sin in the amendment of a
life which is God's. Where is the merit in
the man to earn rus salvation, or to place
before God something that is valuable
and excellent? Can an offering of money,
houses, lands, place yourself on the de-
serving list? Impossible!

There is danger in regardingjustifiea-
tion by faith as placing merit on faith.
When you take the righteousness ofChrist
as a free gift you are justified freely
through the redemption of Christ. What is
faith? "The substance oftrungs hoped for,
the evidence of trungs not seen." Hebrews
11:1. It is an assent of the understanding to
God's words wruch binds the heart in
willing consecration and service to God,
who gave the understanding, who moved
on the heart, who first drew the mind to
view Christ on the cross of Calvary. Faith
is rendering to God the intellectual
powers, abandonment of the mind and
will to God, and making Christ the only
door to enter into the kingdom of heaven.

When men learn they cannot earn
righteousness by their own merit of
works, and they look with firm and entire
reliance upon Jesus Christ as their only
hope, there will not be so much of self
and so little of Jesus. Souls and bodies are
defiled and polluted by sin, the heart is
estranged from God, yet many are strug-
gling in their own finite strength to win
salvation by good works. Jesus, they
think, will do some of the saving; they
must do the rest. They need to see by faith
the righteousness of Christ as their only
hope for time and for eternity.

God Works, and Man Works

God has given men faeullies and
capabilities. God works and co-operates
with the gifts He has imparted to man,
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"For if Joshua [margin) had given
them rest, then would He not afterward
have spoken of another day. There rco-
maineth therefore a rest to the people of
God. For he that is entered into His rest, he
also hath ceased from his own works, as
God did from His. Let us labour therefore
to enter into that rest, lest any man fall
after the same example of unbelief. For
the Word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the diViding asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart. Neither is there
any creature that is not manifest in His
sight: but all things are naked and opened
unto the eyes ofHim with whom we have
to do. Seeing then that we have a great
high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need." Hebrews 4:8-16

Paul is speaking of the Sabbath rest
(see verse 4) and indicates that we can
enter into it only by passing the scrutiny
of the Word of God, which sees even the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Perfect conformity to the revealed will
of God comes before the Sabbath rest,
before the rest of the heavenly Canaan.
Therefore we must labor to enter that
rest. The task, however, is beyond us,
and Paul pOints us to our only hope,
Jesus Christ. He understands all our
infirmities, having experienced them
Himself, and by Him we can come to the
throne of grace to obtain mercy and to
find grace to help us in our need.

It is of this mercy and grace to help
in our need that Jesus is speaking when
He invites us: uCome unto Me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Thke My yoke upon
you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall fmd rest unto
your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My
burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30. 10
find rest in Christ we must learn ofHim
by wearing His yoke.

Paul speaks in three different places
of that which does not work, and that
which does. "For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision availeth any thing [our own
efforts to gain merit in the eyes of God),
nor uncircumcision [our total reliance on

Part One:
Keep My
Sabbaths

OUR need of the outpouring of the
Spirit in full measure is being im-

pressed upon us as a people. Churches
with a more informal and lively worship
style are attracting record numbers in a
remarkably short time. Some see this as
the answer to the serious problems faced
by the church. Many wonder if this is
not evidence of the working of the
Spirit. How can we know?

In Scripture we find this promise:
"Ye shall make you no idols nor graven
image, neither rear you up a standing
image, neither shall ye set up any image
of stone in your land, to bow down unto
it: for I am the LoRD your God. Ye shall
keep my sabbaths, and reverence my
sanctuary: I am the LoRD. If ye walk in
my statutes, and keep my command-
ments, and do them; then I will give you
rain in due season, and the land shall
yield her increase, and the trees of the
field shall yield their fruit." Leviticus
26:1-4
If we are obedient, the Lord will

send the rain of the Holy Spirit upon us
in His season. If we keep His Sabbaths,
the Lord will send us the latter rain in
due season.

For decades we have been able to
prove that the Sabbath of the Lord was
the seventh day, Saturday. We have had

Then I Will
Give You Rain

answers to meet all objections, and to
explain all the Sunday texts in the New
Thstarnent. We have gone to church serv-
ices on Sabbath morning, and ceased
from our work-week labors. But the true
meaning of the Sabbath, and con-
sequently the ability to keep it as the
Lord intends, has all too often eluded us.
What is the Sabbath rest that brings in its
train the promised blessing of rain?

Joshua led the children of Israel into
the promised land of Canaan to possess
it. The Lord worked mightily to drive
out their enemies from before them.
"And the LoRD gave unto Israel all the
land which He sware to give unto their
fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt
therein. And the LoRD gave them rest
round about, according to all that He
sware unto their fathers: and there stood
not a man of all their enemies before
them; the LoRD delivered all their ene-
mies into their hand. There failed not
aught of any good thing which the LoRD
had spoken unto the house of Israel; all
came to pass." Joshua 21:43-45

We are on the borders of the heavenly
Canaan. Though the children of Israel
entered into the earthly Canaan, they did
not enter into the full rest that God pro-
mises His children. Thus Paul picks up the
theme in the fourth chapter ofHebrews:
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To wear Christ's yoke that we may enter into His
rest means becoming a new creature, which
means having faith that works by love, which
means keeping the commandments of God

the mercy of God apart from anything we
do], but a new creature"; "but faith which
worketh by love"; "but the keeping of the
commandments of God." Galatians 6:15;
5:6; 1 Corinthians 7:19

To wear Christ's yoke that we may
entcr into His rest means becoming a
new creature, which means having faith
that works by love, which means keep·
ing the commandments of God. In fact
the commandments themselves teach us
how to enter into the rest of God.

"Thou shalt have no other gods
before me." Exodus 20:3
If we wish to entcr into God's rest

the heart must be fully surrendered to
Him. All other claims to our allegiance
must be set aside, and our eye be sct
single to the glory and honor of God. It
is significant that Christ found rest in the
tomb on Sabbath only after the ordeal of
the cross. Likewise, we can find rest
only after we have taken up our cross,
forsaking all and crucifying the desires
of the flesh for the surpassing excellency
of the knowledge of Jesus Christ. "The
whole heart must be yielded to God, or
thc change can ncver be wrought in us
by which we arc to be restored to His
likeness." Steps to Christ, 43

"Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: Thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them:
for I the LORD thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me;
and shewing mercy unto thousands of
them that love me, and kecp my com-
mandments." Exodus 20:4-6

The heathen did not believe that their
idols of wood, stone, and metal were
gods themselves, but that they repre-
sented the deities whom they worshiped.
God undcrstands that when we erect
something to stand as God for us, thaI
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our ideas of God will begin to be dis-
torted by that which we set up. Nothing
is to stand between us and Him. We must
have our own, direct, personal relation-
ship with God, which no one has the
right or authority to short-circuit. Too
often we place other pcople (pastors,
teachers, scholars, publications) in the
position of representing God to us, and
in effect bow down to them. The Lord
will corne close to those who, with a
sincere desire to know His will, prayer-
fully and humbly search the inspired
Writings; and He will teach them. Whilc
showing respect to our brethren and
considering their counsel, we must re-
member that we arc amenable to God
alone and dare not rely on any indirect
path to His throne; we must let Him
teach us what we must do.

"Thou shalt not take the name of the
LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will
not hold him guiltless that taketh His
name in vain." Exodus 20:7

While this refers to the evil in taking
the narne of the Lord upon the lips lightly,
it goes much deeper. Not only arc we to
refrain from minced oaths and words
made meaningless by their use merely to
express emotion; but when we take the

narne of the Lord, we must accept Him
into the life. "Nevertheless the foundation
ofGod standeth sure, having this seal, ...
LeI everyone that narneth the name of
Christ depart from iniquity." "Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of My Father which is
in hcaven." 2 Timothy 2:19; Matthew
7:21. There is power in the name ofChrist
to save us from all inherited and cultivated
tendencies to evil; we must not take His
name in vain.

"The true Christian obtains an ex-
perience which brings holiness. He is
without a spot of guilt upon the con-
science, or a taint of corruption upon the
soul. The spiritualily of the law of God,
with its limiting principles, is brought

into his life. The light of truth irradiates
his understanding. A glow of perfect
love for the Redeemer clears away the
miasma which has interposed between
his soul and God. The will of God has
become his will, pure, elevated, refined,
and sanctified. His countenance reveals
the light of heaven. His body is a fit
templc for the Holy Spirit. Holiness
adorns his character. God can commune
with him; for soul and body 3rc in
harmony with God." The Seventh-day
Advel1lisrBible Commell1ary, vol. 7, 909

As we thus come into fellowship and
harmony with God (by complete con-
secration to Him, by developing a direct,
personal relationship with Him, and by
accepting His power into the life) we are
able to enter into His Sabbath rest, both
now and in the heavenly Canaan.

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it holy." "Six days shalt thou do thy work,
and on the seventh day thou shalt rest:
that thine ox and thine ass may rest, and
the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger,
may be refreshed." "For in six days the
LoRD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed
the Sabbath day, and hallowed it." "And
remember that thou wast a servant in the
land of Egypt, and that the LoRD thy God
brought thee oul thence through a mighty
hand and by a stretched out arm: there-
fore the LORD thy God commanded thee
to keep the Sabbath day." "Verily My
Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign
between Me and you throughout your
generations; that ye may know that I am
the LORD that doth sanctify you." Exodus
20:8; 23:12; 20:11; Deuteronomy 5:15;
Exodus 31:13
'Three creative acls of God are here

commemorated: the creation of a perfect
world; the creation of a being capable of
obedience (release from Egyptian
bondage); and the creation of the image
of God in that being (sanctification).
These acls of God culminate in rest for
His peoplc.

The day of rest follows the six in
which the Lord says, Do thy work. Jesus
said, Thke My yoke upon you and find
rest unto your souls. Paul exhorts us,
Strive to enter into that rest, lest you fail
by reason of disbclief and disobedience
as the children of Israel whose carcasses
fell in the wilderness. Peter says,
"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and elec-
tion sure: for if ye do these things, ye
shall never fall: for so an entrance shall



When we corne to realize that the Sabbath
means our covenant with God, it will no longer
be a day of conversation or amusements by
which we forget God

be ministered unto you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ." 2 Peler 1:10-11

Our work must be done before we
can enter into the Sabbath rest. Our souls
must be washed clean, and we must be
arrayed in the fine linen of the saints,
prepared to meet the Lord before the
hour comes. "In order to let Jesus into
OUf hearts, we must stop sinning." Signs
of the Times, vol. 2, 363. This is the
meaning of the baths taken, the shoes
blacked, the clothes pressed and ready,
all before the hours of the Sabbath
begin. This is why we must seek, so far
as it lies with us, to lay to rest any
differences our brethren may have with
us, and to make all wrongs right, before
the hours of the Sabbath become stained
with the impurity of our hearts. The
Sabbath is the sign of a redeemed and
sanctified people. These will be a people
who keep all of the commandments, for
those who have entered into the rest of
the Lord learn to love their fellow men
as Christ loves them. By entering into
His rest they are able to share tbat rest
with all who come under their influence.
Thus it is evidenced that the last six of
the commandments are written on the
fleshy tables of their heart. "Thou shalt
rest: that thine ox and thine ass may rest,
and the son of thy handmaid, and the
stranger, may be refreshed." The Sab-
bath, the sign of God's mercy toward us,
is to be a sign of mercy to all.

The Sabbath cannot be a sign of those,
however, who, in the name of compassion
for their fellow men, fail to give them
faithful warning of the standards God has
for His people. Such ones, thinking good
of all evil, will come to think evil of all
good. See The Great COII/roversy, 571.
They seek not to know righteousness, but
to feel secure as they are in their sins. The
Sabbath, on the contrary, is the sign of a
people who seek to do all things to the
glory and honor of God.

When we come to realize that the
Sabbath means our covenant with God, it
will no longer be a day of conversation or
amusements by which we forget God; but
rather it will be witnessed that "they that
feared the LoRD spake often one to
another: and the LoRD hearkened, and
heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before Him for them that feared
the LoRD, and that thought upon His
name. And they shall be mine, saith the
LoRD of hosts, in that day when 1make up
my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man
spareth his own son that serveth him.

Then shall ye return, and discern between
the righteous and the wicked, between
him that serveth God and him that serveth
Him not." Malachi 3:16-18

As we come to the last days of this
earth's history the distinction between
right and wrong will become more and
more difficult to discern, until all that do
not love truth and righteousness above
all else will be deceived. Within our own
church truth and error are developing
side by side. If we judge who is right by
who has the power to work wonders, we
will be deceived. How can we tell the
difference between the doers of right-

eousness and the workers of iniquity?
By the sign of the Sabbath.

"Satan is a diligent Bible student. He
knows that his time is short, and he seeks
at every point to counterwork the work of
the Lord upon this earth. It is impossible
to give any idea of the experience of the
people of God who shall be alive upon
the earth when celestial glory and a
repetition of the persecutions of the past
are blended. They will walk in the light
proceeding from the throne of God. By
means of the angels there will be constant

HEALTIi JCENTER

Hartland Health Center's 25-<!ay
"Lifestyle to Health" program

features:

COUlllry Living
BeaUlifulAccommodlltions
Hydrotherapy

¢- Nurrition Instruction
Massage Therapy

¢. Vegetarian Cuisine
¢. Exercise Program
¢' Nature Trails

communication between heaven and
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without God and without hope." Testimo-
nies, vol. 9, 16

The Lord promises: Keep My Sab-
baths, then I will give you rain in due
season.

Let us, therefore, strive to enter into
the Sabbath rest that remains for the
people ofGod, lest any of us fall through
the same example of unbelief. 0
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continued to behold this same little hom
until at the end it was destroyed. Signifi-
cantly, when its destruction comes, it is
not stated that the little hom was broken
or destroyed, but that the "beast was
slain, and his body destroyed, and given
to the burning flame."

This shows that the little hom is but
another phase of the original fourth beast
under a variant form. As the fourth world
power was Rome, clearly, the little hom is
but the continuation of the Roman power.
Of this little hom it is said that he

"shall speak great words against the most
High, and shall wear out the saints of the
most High, and think to change times and
laws." Daniel 7:25. It is also stated that
the "same hom made war with the saints,
and prevailed against them; until the
Ancient of days came, and judgment was
given to the saints of the most High; and
the time came that the saints possessed
the kingdom." Daniel 7:21-22

At the time when the Roman Empire
was rapidly falling to ruin Leo the Great
was pope. Leo declared in a sermon that
the former Rome was the promise of the
latter Rome; that the glories of the
former were to be reproduced in
Catholic Rome; and that, as the former
Rome had ruled the world, so the latter
Rome, by the see of the holy blessed
Peter as the head of the world, would
dominate the earth. This conception of
Leo's was never lost from the papacy.

In Daniel eight this subject is taken
up again. First, a ram with two horns is
seen. Both horns were high; but one
higher than the other, corresponding to
the bear lifting itself up on one side. The
angel plainly declares that this beast
represents "the kings of Media and Per-
sia." Verse 20. Next the prophet saw "an
he goat" coming from the west on the
face of the whole earth with such speed
that it appeared not even to touch the
ground. Between his eyes was a notable
horn. Approaching the ram, he over-
threw him, breaking his two horns, east-
ing him down to the ground, and stamp-
ing upon him; and there was none that
could deliver the ram out of his hand.
The ram is declared by the angel to
represent "the king of Grecia: and the
great hom that is between his eyes is the
first king." Verse 21

The he-goat waxed very great, and
when he was strong, the notable horn
was broken. In its place came up four
notable ones toward the four winds of
heaven. This, as interpreted by the angel,
meant that "four kingdoms shall stand

Such an High Priest, Part Four
it devoured and brake in pieces, stamping
the residue under its feet. Of this beast it
was said that it "was diverse from all the
beasts that were before it; and it had ten
horns." Daniel 7:7. This beast symbolized
the world-empire of Rome; the ten horns
were the ten kingdoms that grew out ofthe
territory of Western Rome when the em-
pire crumbled.

Then says the prophet: ''I considered
the horns, and, behold, there came up
among them another little hom, before
whom there were three of the first horns
plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in
this hom were eyes like the eyes of man,
and a mouth speaking great things."
Daniel 7:8. The prophet saw this little
horn continue until "the judgment was
set, and the books were opened." Daniel
7:10. He continues: ''I beheld then [at
that time] because of the voice of the
great words which the hom spake: I
beheld even till the beast was slain, and
his body destroyed, and given to the
burning flame." Daniel 7:11

Note that he beheld the little horn;
andjust now, at the time of the judgment,
he looked "because of the voice of the
great words which the horn spake." He

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII_I Jack KendaUIIIIIIIIIIII-------

I T is not only in the book of Hebrewsthat the great truth of Christ's priestly
ministry is found. Though it is not so
fully discussed, it is recognized through-
out the whole New Testament, much as
the Levitical priesthood is recognized
throughout the Old 'lestament. The
heavenly sanctuary and its service, how-
ever, is almost unknown in the Christian
world tOday. The reason for this wide-
spread ignorance is found in the Scrip-
tures and confirmed by history.

In the vision given to as re-
corded in the seventh chapter, the four
winds of heaven are seen striving upon the
great sea. As a "four great beasts
came up from the sea, diverse one from
another. The first was like a lion, and had
eagle's wings" (Daniel 7:3-4), symboliz-
ing the WOrld-empire of Babylon. The
second was like a bear, raised up on one
side, and with three nbs in its mouth. Here
was symbolized the united world-empire
of Media and Persia. The third, like a
leopard, but having four heads and four
wings of a fowl, symbolized the world-
dominion of Grecia. The fourth beast was
"dreadful and terrible, and strong exceed-
ingly." This beast had great iron teeth, and
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It is only the priesthood and the ministry of
Christ in the heavenly sanctuary that can truly
remove sin. For an earthly system to profess to
do so is to perpetuate a fraud and imposture

up out of the nation, but not in his
[Alexander's] power." Verse 22

There then "came fourth a little hom,
which waxed exceeding great, toward the
south, and toward the east, and toward the
pleasant land." Verse 9. The directions
named show that this power would arise
in the west. The explanation by the angel
continued: "In the latter time of their
kingdom, when the transgressors are
come to the full, a king of fierce coun-
tenance, and understanding dark sen-
tences, shall stand up." nAnd it waxed
great, even to the host of heaven; and it
cast down some ofthe host and ofthe stars
to the ground, and stamped upon them."
"And his power shall be mighty, but not
by his own power: and he shall destroy
wonderfully, and shall prosper, and prac-
tise, and shall destroy the mighty and the
holy people. And through his policy also
he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand;
and he shall magnify himself in his heart,
and by peace shall destroy many: he shall
also stand up against the Prince of princes
["He magnified himself even to the prince
of the host." Verse 11]; but he shall be
brokenwithout hand." Verses 23, 10,24-25

These specifications show that the
little horn of the eighth chapter of Daniel
represents Rome from the time of its rise
at the destruction of the Grecian Empire,
to the end of the world, when it is "broken
without hand" by the stone "cut out of the
mountain without hands," which then
breaks in pieces and consumes all earthly
kingdoms. See Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45

As we have seen, the little horn in
Daniel 7 was but a continuation of the
ancient Roman power. In Daniel 8 the
expression "little horn" is used to repre-
sent the whole of Rome in both its
phases, pagan and papal. This is further
shown by the expressions "the abomina-
tion of desolation" and "the transgres-
sion of desolation" being applied to
Rome in both its phases (see Daniel
9:26-27; Matthew 24:15; Daniel 8:11,
13); and as it is confirmed by the teach-
ing and history of the latter Rome itself.
Of this little hom power it is said: ''He

shall magnify himself in his heart." ''He
magnified himself even to [or against] the
prince of the host;" and "he shall also
stand up against [or reign in opposition to]
the Prince of princes." Daniel 8:11, 25.
This is explained in 2 Thessalonians 2,
where the apostle, in correcting wrong
impressions which the Thessalonians had
received conceming the immediate com-
ing ofthe Lord, says: "Let noman deceive
you by any means: for that day shall not

come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the
son of perdition; who opposeth and exal-
teth himself above all that is called God,
or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing
himself that he is God. Remember ye not,
that, when I was yet with you, I told you
these things?" 2 Thessalonians 2:3-5

Where in the SCriptures did Paul find
the revelation from which he could tell
the Thessalonians all this? It was in the
eighth chapter ofDaniel. It is here that we
fmd the very expressions which he uses
in 2 Thessalonians, of which he says,
''Remember ye not, that, when I was yet
with you, I told you these things?" This
fixes the time to be after the apostles'
days, when Rome magnified itself "even
to the Prince of the host" and "against the
Prince of princes," and connects it
directly with the falling away, or apos-
tasy, that developed the papacy.

"Yea, he [the little hom-the man of
sin] magnified himself even to the Prince
of the host ["against the Prince of
princes"-Christ], and by him [theman of
sin] the daily sacrifice [the continual serv-
ice-the ministry and the priesthood of
Christ] was taken away, and the place of
His sanctuary [the sanctuary of
Christ] was cast down. And an host was
given him [the man of sin] against the
daily sacrifice [against the continual serv-
ice of the ministry of the Prince of the
host----Cllrist] by reason of transgression,
and it east down the truth to the ground; and
it practised, and prospered."DanieI8:11-12

It was "by reason of transgression,"
that this power gained ''the host" that was
used to east down the truth to the ground,
to shut away from the world Christ's priest-
hood, His ministry, and His sanctuary; and
to east it to the ground and tread it
underfoot. 'llansgression is sin, and this is
the consideration upon which the apostle
in 2 Thessalonians defines this power as the
''man of sin" and the "mystery ofiniquity."

In Daniel 8:11-13 it will be noticed
that the word "sacrifice" is in italics. The
only word in the original is the word
ramid, which is translated "daily." In
Numbers 28 and 29 alone, the word is
used seventeen times in reference to the
continual service in the sanctuary.

It is this continual service of Christ
that the man of sin-the papacy-has
taken away. It is this ministry andsanetu-
ary that has been cast down to the ground
and stamped upon and replaced by ''the
abomination that maketh desolate." What
the former Rome did physically to the
visible or earthly sanctuary, the latter
Rome has done spiritually to the invisible
or heavenly sanctuary. Daniel 8:11, 13

And yet, even this false system admits
to the necessity of such a service in behalf
of sins. For, though having taken away the
true priesthood, ministry, and sanctuary of
Christ, yet Rome did not utterly throw
away the idea. Instead, she instituted her
own false system in the place of the true.

In the place of the divine High Priest
of God's own appointment she has sub-
stituted a human, sinning priesthood on
earth. Thus, instead of the one continual
High Priest, the one continual ministry
which God has ordained, she has devised
and substituted many high priests, many
ministries, and many sacrifices on earth.

It is only the priesthood and the
ministry of Christ in the heavenly sanc-
tuary that can truly remove sin. For an
earthly system to profess to do so is to
perpetuate a fraud and imposture. As we
have seen, even the service which the

Lord Himself ordained on earth did not
do so. See Hebrews 10:1-4

But the imposture was not to last
forever. The day was to come when the
mystery of iniquity would be exposed,
and the mystery of God in its own truth
and purity would shine forth once more,
never again to be hidden.

Not only did Daniel see the rise of this
little horn, and see it magnify itself, stand-
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The day was to corne when the mystery of
iniquity would be exposed, and the mystery of
God in its own truth and purity would shine
forth once more, never again to be hidden

ing up against the Prince of princes,
casting down to the ground His sanctuary
and truth, stamping upon them; but he also
saw the truth and the sanctuary of Christ
delivered and exalted to heaven where
they belong. It was in this part of the
vision that the heavenly ones seemed to be
most interested; for says Daniel: "Then I
heard one saint speaking, and another
saint said unto that certain saint which
spake, How long shall be the vision con-
cerning the daily sacrifice, and the trans-
gression of desolation, to give both the
sanctuary and the host to be troddenunder
foot? And he said unto me, Unto two
thousand and three hundred days; then
shall the sanctuary be cleansed." Daniel
8:13-14

The angel Gabriel was then com-
manded to make Daniel understand the
vision. But when in the explanation Ga-
briel reached the pOint concerning the
many days of this vision, the astonishing
and terrible things revealed overcame
the prophet, and says he: "I Daniel
fainted, and was sick certain days; after-
ward I rose up, and did the king's busi-
ness; and I was astonished at the vision,
but none understood it." Daniel 8:27

The prophet, however, sought dil-
igently for an understanding of the vi-
sion. Some time later, in the first year of
the king of the Medes and Persians, the
angel Gabriel again came to Daniel, and
said: "0 Daniel, I am now come forth to
give thee skill and understanding. At the
beginning of thy supplications the com-
mandment came forth, and I am come to

shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved:
therefore understand the matter, and
consider the vision." Daniel 9:22-23. At
the time of the first vision Gabriel had
come to the point of "many
days," the "two thousand and three
hundred days" of the vision. Now, as he
tells Daniel to consider the vision, he
begins immediately to speak concerning
these days and to explain the events of
them. Thus he says: "Seventy weeks are
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determined upon thy people and upon
thy holy city." Verse 24
The word "determined" signifies

"limited," "restricted within bounds," "to
mark off and fix the bounds." "Seventy
weeks," or four hundred and ninety of
these days, are limited and restricted to the
Jews and Jerusalem, marking the limita-
tion of the Jews as God's special people.
As these are prophetic days, in which each
day is a year, the seventy weeks, or four
hundred and ninety days, signify four
hundred and ninety years of the two
thousand and three hundred days, or
years. As no beginning time for the two
thousand and three hundred years had
been given, this also marks the beginning
of that time period as well.

The understanding of the "seventy
weeks," or four hundred and ninety years,
as given by the angel is as follows: "Know
therefore and understand, that from the
going forth of the commandment to re-
store and to build Jerusalem unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks,
and threescore and two weeks: the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublous times. And after threescore and
two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but
not for Himself: and the people of the
prince that shall come shall destroy the
city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of
the war desolations are determined. And
He shall confirm the covenant with many
for oneweek: and in themidst of the week
He shall cause the sacrifices and oblation
to cease," "and for the overspreading of

abominations He shall make it desolate,
even until the consummation, and that
determined shall bepouredupon thedeso-
late." Daniel 9:25-270, RV; 9:27b, KJV

The commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem referred to here went
forth in the year 457 B.C. and is recorded
in the seventh Chapter of Ezra. The
decree enabled Ezra to leave Babylon
and to take with him such materials and
supplies as were necessary for the work

of restoring Jerusalem and the worship
of God. It also directed the king's treas-
urers beyond the river Euphrates, to
supply whatever was required by Ezra
for the carrying on of that work.

It was the fifth month of the year 457
B.C. when Ezra reached Jerusalem; and
that event, making the decree effective in
Palestine, serves as the beginning point of
the four hundred and ninety years and the
two thousand and three hundred years.

From that time four hundred and
eighty-three years were to reach "to the
Messiah the Prince," which would reach
twenty-six and one-half years into the
Christian era, or into the year AD. 27; at
that very time Christ was baptized in
Jordan and anointed with the Holy
Ghost, marking the beginning of His
ministry. See Matthew 3:13-17. After
this Messiah-was to confirm
the covenant for one week-the remain-
ing week of the seventy. But in the midst
of that week He would "cause the sacri-
fice and the oblation to cease."

The midst of the week would be at
the end of three and a half years. Begin-
ning in the fall ofAD. 27, this takes us to
the spring of AD. 31. At the time of the
Passover, in the spring of that year, the
Saviour was crucified, and by the sacri-
fice of Himself He forever ended the
sacrificial system. At the moment of His
death the veil of the earthly temple "was
rent in twain from the top to the bottorn,"
showing that the temple service was
ended, and the earthly sanctuary was left
desolate. See Matthew 27:5(}-51

There was yet the last half of the
seventieth week remaining. This time,
beginning in the spring of AD. 31, ex-
tended to the fall ofAD. 34., at which time
Stephen was stoned. A persecution fol-
lowed that scattered the believers abroad.
In taking this action the Jews had con-
firmed themselves in the rejection of the
Messiah and His gospel. Their decision
was accepted, and the door of faith was
opened fully to the Gentiles, to whom
pertains the remaining portion of the two
thousand and three hundred years.

There yet remained one thousand
eight hundred and ten years of prophetic
time. This period, beginning, as we have
found, in the fall of AD. 34, reaches to
the fall ofAD. 1844, marking that date as
the expiration of the two thousand and
three hundred years. At that time the
truth of the priesthood and ministry of
Christ was to be restored and once more
stand in its true place, perfecting the
believer in Christ Jesus. 0
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all be put to the tax. With humanity and
divinity combined you can accomplish a
work as enduring as etemity. When men
think the Lord has made a mistake in their
individual cases, and they appoint their
own work, they will meet with disap-
pointment.

"By grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God." Ephesians 2:8. Here is truth that
will unfold the subject to your mind if you
do not close it to the rays of light. Eternal
life is an infinite gift. This places it outside
the possibility of our earning it, because it
is infinite. It must necessarily be a gift. As
a gift it must be received by faith, and
gratitude and praise be offercd to God.
Solid faith will not lead anyone away into
fanaticism or into acting the slothful ser-
vant. It is the bewitching power of Satan
that leads men to look to themselves in the
place of looking to Jesus. The righteous-
ness of Christ must go before us if the
glory of the Lord becomes our rereward.
If we do God's will, we may accept large
blessings as God's free gift, but not be-
cause of any merit in us; this is of no
value. Do the work of Christ, and you will
honor God and come off more than con-
querors through Him that has loved us and
given His life for us, that we should have
life and salvation in Jesus Christ. 0
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all the time depending on their own and
their brethren's human powers. They are
narrow in themselves and arc always
judging after their finite human compre-
hension. They need uplifting, for they
have no power from on high. God gives us
bodies, strength of brain, time and oppor-
tunity in which to work. It is required that

Supernatural Power

The reason so many fail to be success-
ful laborers is that they act as though God
dependedon them, and they are to suggest
to God what He chooses to do with them,
in the placc of thcir depcnding on God.
They lay aside the supernatural power and
fail to do the supernatural work. They are

Humanity touches humanity. Divine
power and the human agency combined
will be a complete success, for Christ's
righteousness accomplishes everything.

I
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I
1

"Yc are God's husbandry." 1 Corin-
thians 3:9. The heart is to be worked,
subdued, plowed, harrowed, seeded, to
bring forth its harvest to God in good
works. "Ye are God's building." You
cannot build yourself. There is a Power
outside of yourself that must do the
building of the church, pUlling brick
upon brick, always co-operating with
the facullies and powers given of God to
man. The Redeemer must find ahome in
His building. God works and man
works. There needs to be a continual
taking in of the gifts of God, in order that
there may be as free a giving out of these
gifts. It is a continual receiving and then
restoring. The Lord has provided that the
soul shall receive nourishment from
Him, to be given out again in the work-
ing out of His purposes. In ordcr that
there be an outOowing, there must be an
income of divinity to humanity. "I will
dwell in them, and walk in thcm."
2 Corinthians 6:16

The soul temple is to be sacred, holy,
pure, and undefiled. There must be a
copartnership in which all the power is
of God and all the glory belongs to God.
The responsibility rests with us. We
must receive in thoughts and in feelings,
to give in expression. The law of the
human and the divine action makes the
receiver a laborer together with God. It
brings man where he can, united with
divinity, work the works of God.

The law of the human and the divine action
makes the receiver a laborer together with
God. It brings man where he can, united with
divinity, work the works of God

Faith and Works
from 24

and man, by being a partaker of the
divine nature and doing the work of
Christ, may be an overcomer and win
eternal life. The Lord does not propose
to do the work He has given man powers
to do. Man's part must be done. He must
be a laborer together with God, yoking
up with Christ, learning His meekness,
His lowliness. God is the all-eontrolling
power. He bestows the gifts; man re-
ceives them and acts with the power of
the grace of Christ as a living agent.
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